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UNIQUE NEWSPAPER FOR AND BY STREET CONNECTED CHILDREN

Balaknama is the newspaper presented by Street and Working children themselves to fight for
their own rights and problems because they are being completely ignored.

BREAKING BARRIERS, BUILDING DREAMS

STREET- GONNECTED BIIIlIlIiEN SHINE IN ANNIIA[ EXAMS 2025-2026

Balaknama Reporter- Kajal, Asif,
Jahana, Suman etc.

Annual examination results
often  shape the future
direction of millions of
children. For some, they mark
the opportunity to move to the
next grade; for others, they are
another step towards achieving
their dreams. But for street-
connected children, migrant
children and those from
economically disadvantaged
families, examinations mean
something very different.
Along with their studies,
these children face everyday
challenges that many
other children may never
experience. Some families
have to move from one place
to another in search of work.
Some children work to support

their ~ families financially,
while many girls manage
household responsibilities

and care for younger siblings
before finding time to study.
In such circumstances, simply
reaching the examination
stage and succeeding is
itself a major achievement.
The annual examination
results for the academic
year 2025-26, compiled for

Balaknama, bring this reality
to the forefront. A total of
2,839 children connected
with CHETNAs education
programmes across Delhi,
Gurugram, Jaipur, Noida and
Lucknow remained engaged
with education during the
academic year. Of these, 2,191
children appeared for their
annual examinations, and
2,135 successfully progressed
to the next grade. Behind
these results lies more than
just examination preparation.
They reflect a year-long
journey of collective efforts
by children, parents, teachers
and  communities.  This
year’s results brought several
encouraging signs. Several
children became the first
in their families to pass the
Class 10 board examination.
Many secured first-division
marks and  distinctions.
Several girls continued their
education  despite  social
and family challenges and
performed exceptionally
well. The number of children
who continued attending
school regularly and showed
significant improvement in
their learning also increased.
These achievements

strengthen the belief that
when children receive timely
support and opportunities
to learn, they can overcome
difficult circumstances and
create their own identity.
Delhi:  First-Generation
Learners Make Their Families
Proud: The story of these
results begins with Delhi,
where street-connected
children and children from
disadvantaged families
demonstrated remarkable
academic progress, making
their ~ year-long  efforts
worthwhile. A total of 258
children connected with the
projectwerestudyingin formal

schools in Delhi. Of these,
239 appeared for their annual

examinations,  representing
approximately 92.6%
examination  participation.

Some children could not
appear for their examinations
due to family migration, the
death of relatives and other
difficult family circumstances.
However, most children
remained connected with
school  throughout  the
academic year. One of Delhi’s
biggest achievements was
the performance of children
in the Class 10 Board
Examination. Nine first-
generation learners connected

with the project appeared for
the board examination, and
all nine successfully passed.
For families where no child
had previously completed
secondary education, this
achievement  became a
moment of great pride. Their
success also encouraged other
families in the community
to continue supporting their
children’s education. Sixteen-
year-old Arif (name changed)
shared those balancing studies
with family responsibilities
was not easy. At times,
financial difficulties made
him think about dropping
out of school. However,
regular guidance and support
from his family helped him
stay confident. This year,
Arif successfully passed his
Class 10 board examination.
He now wants to pursue
technical education by taking
admission to an ITI. Similarly,
15-year-old Sana  (name
changed) dreams of becoming
a teacher. She shared that
during the  examination
period, she studied late into
the night after completing her
household  responsibilities.
Initially, studying felt difficult,

continue on page. no. 2

MOUNTING GARBAGE IN SHAKUR
BASTI RAISES HEALTH GONCERNS

Balaknama Reporter Jahana

According to a ground report
by Balaknama Reporter
Jahana, residents of Shakur
Basti in West Delhi are
facing several basic civic
challenges, with the lack
of a proper waste disposal
system emerging as one of
the most serious concerns.
During conversations with
community members,
residents shared that the
Municipal Corporation's
garbage collection vehicle
does not enter their locality.
While speaking with local
people and community
members Jahana found that
the main reason is the railway
line passing through the
area. Due to the continuous

movement of trains and
limited access across the
railway tracks, municipal

garbage vehicles are unable to
reach the settlement, leaving
the community without
regular  waste  collection
services. As there is no
designated garbage collection
point or dustbin in the area,
families have no option but
to dump household waste
outside their homes. Over
time, large piles of garbage
accumulate in the narrow
lanes, creating unhygienic
conditions and making it
difficult for residents to move
around safely. Residents
further explained that when
the garbage piles become
too large and the foul smell
becomes unbearable, some

people resort to setting the
waste on fire to reduce the
accumulation. However,
burning garbage releases
toxic smoke that spreads
throughout the settlement,
severely affecting air quality.
Children are among the
worst affected. Parents and
local workers reported that
many children experience
breathing difficulties,
persistent coughing, and chest
congestion due to prolonged
exposure to the smoke.
They expressed concern that
frequent illness is affecting
children's health, well-being,
and overall development.
This report highlights how
the absence of an accessible
waste management system—
largely due to the railway

line obstructing municipal
services—has developed into
a significant public health
issue for the community.
Residents believe that the
concerned authorities should

take immediate and effective

action to ensure regular
garbage  collection  and
provide a safe and sustainable
waste disposal system for
Shakur Basti.

Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed.
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PROTECTING CHILDREN THROUGH
TIMELY HEAT EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Balaknama Reporter: Preeti

During a visit to the Education
Contact Club run by the Chetna
team in the N-86 community,
Balaknama Reporter Preeti
interacted with children to
understand how they were
coping with the intense summer
heat. The children shared that
Chetna had stepped forward
to support them during the
extreme weather by providing
buttermilk, Rooh Afza,
Glucon-D, Parle-G biscuits,
and other essential supplies,
helping them stay hydrated and
healthy. Eleven-year-old Aaliya
and 10-year-old Ayush (both
names changed) explained that
the rising temperatures had
made it difficult for children to
step outside their homes. Many
families are facing financial
hardships, making it difficult

to afford nutritious food and
cooling beverages for their
children. Due to the scorching
sun and hot winds, several
children have also fallen ill.
Aaliya said, "It is very important
to keep children healthy during
the summer, but many families
cannot afford nutritious food
or cooling drinks because of
their financial situation.” Ayush
added that children are often
unable to go outside to play
during the afternoon because of
the extreme heat, which causes
weakness, fatigue, and dizziness.
With Delhi experiencing severe

heat waves and extremely
high  temperatures, street-
connected  and  working

children have been among the
worst affected. In response,
the Chetna team launched
the Emergency Heat Relief
Initiative to protect children

from the harmful effects of

extreme heat and provide
timely support. Through this
initiative, children regularly
receive  hydration support,
nutritious beverages, awareness
sessions, and community
assistance. The Chetna team is

also creating a safe and child-
friendly environment where
children can learn healthy

habits and find immediate
relief during the summer
months. At the Education

Contact Club, children are
being provided with Glucon-D,

buttermilk, Rooh Afza, and
other essential items to help
them stay hydrated and healthy.
Twelve-year-old Varun (name
changed) shared, "The heat is
so intense that sometimes I
don't even feel like eating. But
after drinking Glucon-D, I feel
energetic again. It helps me
concentrate on my studies and
enjoy playing without feeling
tired." The Emergency Heat
Relief Initiative has become an
important source of support
for children in the community
during the extreme summer
season. It is not only helping
protect their health but is
also promoting awareness,
confidence, and healthy habits.
Children and their families
expressed their appreciation
for the initiative, describing it as
timely, meaningful, and highly
beneficial.

STREET- CONNECTED CHILDREN SHINE IN ANNUAL EXAMS 2023-2026
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but with regular practice
and additional educational
support, her performance
gradually improved. After
seeing her examination results,
her family has also decided to
support her in continuing her
education. Another positive
aspect of Delhi’s results was
the higher number of girls
among the children connected
with the project compared to
boys. This indicates a positive
change in attitudes towards
girls’ education  within
the communities. Regular
parent meetings, home visits
and stronger coordination
with schools have further
strengthened  this change.
However, challenges remain.
Migration, family crises and
temporary displacement
were the major reasons
some children missed their
examinations. This clearly
shows that the education of
street-connected children
continues to be deeply
affected by their social and
economic circumstances.
Many children want to
continue their education, but
difficult situations can force
them away from school. In
such cases, timely follow-up,
communication with parents
and coordination with schools
play an important role in

helping children reconnect
with education.

Gurugram: Regular
Support  Helps  Children
Achieve  Excellence:  Like

Delhi, children in Gurugram
also demonstrated that regular
educational  support and
consistent practice can give
their learning journey a new
direction. Children connected

with the Khilti Kaliyaan
Project  achieved  several
accomplishments this year

that made their communities

proud. During 2025-26, 470
children remained connected
with education through the
project. Of these, 320 appeared
for their annual examinations.
A total of 289 children
successfully passed, while 31
children were promoted to
the next grade under their
schools’ promotion policies.
This meant that every child
connected with the project was
able to move forward in their
educational journey and no
child’s education came to a halt.
A particularly encouraging
aspect of the results was the
number of children who
performed exceptionally
well. 12 children secured top
positions in their respective
classes—three stood first and
nine stood second. In addition,
15 children scored more
than 90% marks, 47 children
achieved distinction and 84
children passed in the first
division.: These achievements
show that children from
disadvantaged communities
are no less talented than
others. What they need is the
right support and opportunity.
The story of 15-year-old Jeet
(name changed) is an example
of this change. A few years
ago, much of Jeet’s time was
spent collecting scrap with
the family, making regular
school attendance difficult.
After joining the project,
Jeet returned to education.
Additional academic support
at the education centre,
regular school attendance
and gradual improvement
in interest towards studies
helped transform the learning
journey. This year, Jeet passed
Class 8 with a first division.
Similarly, 16-year-old Kaushal
Saini, connected with the same
project, passed the Haryana
Board Class 10 examination
with 73% marks in the first
division. His success sent

a positive message about
education to both his family
and community. He now
wants to continue higher
education and believes that
education can help him find
better employment and build a

dignified life.
Jaipur: Children
Overcome Migration and

Family Responsibilities: In
the settlements of Jaipur, this
years annual examination
results also tell stories of
children’s  struggles  and
determination. Many children
living in these communities
come from families whose
lives still depend on temporary
employment and migration.
Some family members work as
drummers at weddings, some
work in catering or lighting
services, while others earn
their livelihood by selling toys.
Frequent movement from
one place to another affects
children’s education. They
may have to change schools
repeatedly, and sometimes
their education is interrupted
altogether. Girls often face
additional responsibilities,
including household chores
and caring for younger siblings.

Under such circumstances,
staying  connected  with
school and reaching the

annual examinations is itself

a significant achievement.
Despite  these  challenges,
children  connected  with

CHETNA’s “Chamakte Sitare”
Project achieved remarkable
results in the 2025-26 annual
examinations. A total of 668
children  were connected
with the project, of whom
454 appeared for their annual
examinations,  representing
68% of the total enrolled
children. Among them, 430
children successfully passed,
resulting in an impressive 95%
pass rate among those who
appeared for the examination.

This achievement reflects the
determination and continued
efforts of children who pursued
their education despite limited
resources, financial difficulties
and social challenges.

Noida: 100% Examination
Success: Noida presented
another remarkable example
of children’s academic
achievement this year. A total
of 501 children connected with
the Nanhe Parinde Project
appeared for their annual
examinations, and all 501
successfully passed, resulting
in a 100% examination result.
The children included those

enrolled in the remedial
education  programme  as
well as students studying
through the NIOS Open

Basic Education Programme.
Continuous academic
support, teaching according
to each child’s learning pace
and  regular  assessments
helped make this achievement
possible. Another important
achievement in Noida was
that 128 children secured first-
division results. This shows
that the children did not simply
pass their examinations—
they also demonstrated their
academic abilities by achieving
strong marks.
Lucknow:
on Learning,
Examination

Focus

Not  Just
Results:  The
picture in Lucknow was
somewhat different. Along
with  examination results,
special attention was given
to children’s learning levels.
During  2025-26, 1,002
children remained connected
with the project. Of these,
223 appeared for their annual
examinations, and 216
successfully passed. Seven
children were unable to pass
the examination. However,
additional academic support
plans were prepared for them
so that they could address their

learning gaps and improve
their ~ performance.  The
annual learning assessment

conducted in Lucknow
also  showed  continuous
improvement in children’s

basic reading, writing and
mathematics skills. Among
250 children assessed, 187
reached Level 1, 61 reached
Level 2 and 2 reached Level
3. This progress shows that
regular non-formal education
sessions, individual guidance
and continuous assessment are
helping strengthen children’s
learning abilities. More Than
Marks: Stories of Courage,
Opportunity and Change The
stories from Delhi, Gurugram,
Jaipur, Noida and Lucknow
may come from different cities,
but they carry a common
message. When  children
receive opportunities to learn,
family support, community
trust and continuous academic
guidance, they can move
beyond their circumstances
and create new paths for
themselves. The examination
results are a reflection of
this change—a change that
children are driving forward
every day through their hard
work and determination.
Behind these achievements
are thestruggles of children, the
trust of parents, the dedication
of teachers and the support of
communities. Together, these
efforts transform education
from simply being a right into
a powerful means of changing
childrens lives. Perhaps that
is why this year’s examination
results are about much more
than marksheets. They have
given thousands of children
new direction for their dreams,
strengthened families’ faith in
education and sent a powerful
message: when children are
given the right opportunities,
every child has the potential to
move forward and succeed.
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BOOKS, SPORTS, AND DETERMINATION:
STREET CHILDREN BREAK BARRIERS

Balaknama Reporter: Damini
Talkative Reporter: Ayush

A two-day Sitoliya and Kabaddi
tournament was organized
by the Rashtriya Sewa Sangh
in Ambe Nagar Khor, Jaipur.
The event began with a torch
rally led by children and young
people, spreading the message
of sports, unity, and the holistic
development of children. This
was followed by various sports
competitions in which children
and adolescents participated
enthusiastically. The event saw
active participation from street

and working children, as well
as adolescents between the ages
of 14 and 17, who showcased
their talent with teamwork,
discipline, and cooperation. As
it was the first time such a large-
scale sports event had been
organized in the settlement, the
children were especially excited.
During the event, 15-year-old
Ayush (name changed) from
Khor settlement shared, "Ten
children from our settlement
participated in the competition.
We were very happy to be part
of this event. Earlier, we did
not take part in such sports

but

and activities,
the 'Badhte Kadam' meetings

through

at the centre, we learned that
sports are also an important
part of children's development
and rights. Participating in
such activities has increased
our confidence and given us
the opportunity to learn new
things." Another participant,
13-year-old  Vishal  (name
changed), said, "Taking part in
sports has taught us teamwork
and discipline. Earlier, we
focused only on studies, but
now we are also inspired to
excel in sports." Throughout
the  programme,  children
learned  about  leadership,

cooperation, discipline, and
the importance of positive
participation through sports.
Local community members also
encouraged and motivated the
participants. The event provided
children with an opportunity to
showcase their talents, gain new
experiences, and become more
socially engaged. The children
expressed hope that similar
sports events would continue to
be organized in the future so that
more children could participate
in sports and other positive
activities while working towards
achieving their dreams.

| / \

Balaknama Reporter: Damini
Talkative Reporter: Aashi

During a visit to the Jaisinghpura
Khor community in Jaipur,
Balaknama Reporter Damini
noticed a heartwarming change.
Children who had never attended
school before were happily
walking together in groups on
their way to school. Curious
about this transformation, she
spoke with the children and
their parents to understand
the reason behind it. During
these conversations, she
learned about a commendable
initiative introduced this year
in government schools, under
which many children are now
being enrolled even without
their own documents. School
admissions are being facilitated
using their parents' Aadhaar
cards, opening the doors of

1 I )
FOR CHILDREN WITHOUT DOCUMENTS
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education for children who had
previously been excluded due
to a lack of documentation. This
initiative has brought significant
relief, especially for street-
connected and working children.
For years, many children had
been unable to enrol in school
because they did not possess the
required documents. Dr. Saroj,
Principal of the Government
Senior  Secondary  School,
Jaisinghpura Khor, said, "Every
child has the right to education.
Earlier, many children could not
attend school because theylacked
the necessary documents. With
this government initiative, many
more children will now be able
to access education. If any child
is refused admission, they can
come directly to me." Twelve-
year-old Rashi (name changed)
shared her happiness, saying, "I
had been waiting for thelast three

‘ ]

years to get admitted to school. I
wanted to study, but every year
I was disappointed because I
did not have an Aadhaar card.
When a member of the Chetna
team told me that I could now
be admitted, I was very happy. I
went to school with my mother
that very day, and now I attend
school every day. I have also
received my textbooks, and I
want to continue studying."
Eleven-year-old Hemant (name
changed) said, "Earlier, I used to
collect scrap because I did not
have any documents, so I could
not get admitted to school. Now
I have been enrolled. I have made
new friends at school, and I enjoy

studying."
Thirteen-year-old Aruna (name
changed) added, "Whenever

I saw other children wearing
school uniforms and going to
school, T wished I could study
too. Now I have also been
enrolled, and I want to become a
teacher when I grow up." Parents
expressed that this new system
has given their children's future
a new direction. The initiative
has emerged as a ray of hope
for thousands of children who
had previously been denied
education simply because they
lacked the required documents.
Today, the dream of education is
gradually becoming a reality for
everychild.

\
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SUCCESSFULLY PASS GRADE
9 BOARD EXAMINATION
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Balaknama Reporter: Deepak
Talkative Reporter: Varun

During a visit to Lakhesara
settlement in Jaipur, Talkative
Reporter ~ Varun shared
that several girls from the
community remained
committed to their education
despite facing difficult
circumstances  this  year.
Through the continuous efforts
of the Chetna team and regular
engagement with their families,
these girls were re-enrolled
in school and successfully
passed the Grade 5 board
examination. When 12-year-
old Aruna (name changed) was
asked about her experience, she
happily said that she was very

WHERE LEARNING MEETS HOPE: CHILDREN THRIVE TOGETHER

Balaknama Reporter: Anushki
Talkative Reporter: Poonam

During a visit to the Khota

Colony community in
Gurugram, Balaknama
Reporter Anushki witnessed

a heartwarming and inspiring
moment. Two girls were happily
shopping for their new school
bags, and the smiles on their
faces reflected their excitement
about finally beginning their
educational journey. When the
reporter asked them the reason
for their happiness, the girls
shared that a member of the
Chetna team had helped enroll
them in Grade 6 at a government

school. Expressing their joy,
they said, "We had never been to
school before, but now we will
go to school like other children,
carry new school bags, wear

school uniforms, and study with
dedication." One of the girls,
Poonam, explained that she
had always believed her parents
could not afford her education

because of their poor financial
condition. She shared that her
parents work from morning
until evening and have very little
time to focus on their children's
education. However, she now
believes that she will be able to
study, achieve her dreams, and
build a better future for herself.
This initiative by the Chetna
team has not only given these
girls the opportunity to access
education but has also filled
them with new hope, confidence,
and aspirations for a brighter
future. It is opening the doors
of education for children who
had previously remained out of
school.

excited because she had passed
Grade 5. Varun also shared the
story of 12-year-old R.V. (name
changed), who had migrated
with her family for a vyear,
putting her education at risk of
being discontinued. However,
recognizing her interest in
learning and determination
to continue her studies, she
was brought back to Lakhesara
and enrolled in school again,
where she attended regularly.
Despite pressure from relatives
and family members to
discontinue her education,
her father supported her in
continuing her studies. As a
result, she was able to appear
for and successfully pass the
Grade 5 board examination this
year. Both girls also shoulder
significant responsibilities at
home, including household
chores and caring for their
younger siblings, leaving them
with very little time to study.
Therefore, they  regularly
attend school and the Chetna
education centre to continue
their learning. The hard work
and dedication shown by R.V.
and Aruna have inspired many
other girls in the settlement. As
a result, more parents are now
encouraging their daughters to
attend school, and several other
girls in the community have
also started going to school.
This positive change reflects
growing  awareness  about
the importance of education
and an encouraging shift in
community attitudes toward
girls' education.

Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed.
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POVERTY FORCED CHILDREN
OUT OF SCHOOL, LERVING
lABllllIi AS THE ONLY OPTION

Balaknama Reporter: Deepak
Talkative Reporter: Anjali

During a visit to Mangyawas
settlement in Jaipur, Balaknama
Reporter Deepak met 13-year-
old Bhavesh (name changed),
who represents thousands of
children forced into labour at
a young age due to financial
hardship. =~ Around  three
years ago, Bhavesh's family
migrated to Jaipur in search
of employment. However,
because of the family's poor
financial ~ condition  and
domestic challenges, he had
to discontinue his education.
Bhavesh shared that his father
is addicted to alcohol. His

mother takes up whatever
work she can find to support
the family, but his father often
assaults her while under the
influence and takes away the
money she earns. As a result, it
has become extremely difficult
for the family to meet its daily
needs. Currently, Bhavesh
works as a tent installer and
earns approximately 38,000
per month, which is entirely
spent on the family's everyday
expenses. He explained that
his work involves lifting
heavy materials, climbing to
great heights to set up tents,
and performing physically
demanding tasks for long hours.
At times, the workload is so
intense that he does not even get
meals on time. Carrying such
responsibilities and performing
strenuous labour at such a
young age is also affecting his
health. Bhavesh said, "T liked
studying, but because of my
family's  responsibilities, I
have to work. Many times, I
feel scared while working."
Bhavesh's story is not just about
one child; it reflects the reality
of countless children whose
dreams are overshadowed by
poverty. When families struggle
to secure two meals a day,
education is often pushed aside,
and the serious issue of child
labour continues to grow.

DANGEROUS CONSTRUCTION
SITE BECOMES CHILDREN’S
PLAYGROUND IN NOIDA

Talkative Reporters: Prince
Balaknama Reporter: Kishan

A recent visit by Balaknama
reporters to a village near
Sector-115 in Noida revealed
a situation that highlights the
widening gap between urban
development and children’s
basic needs. During the visit,
reporters observed an under-
construction site on an empty
plot of land where work had
been left incomplete. The area
was filled with debris, and,
most  concerningly, sharp
iron rods were left exposed,
making the site highly unsafe.
Despite the danger, children
aged between 8 and 16 were
seen playing cricket at the
same location without fear.
When Balaknama reporters
interacted with the children,
their ~ compulsion became
clear. They explained that
there is no safe playground or
park available in their locality.
Although there is a park
located about one kilometre
away in a commercial area,
it is often kept closed by the
security guard or children
are not allowed to enter. As
a result, they have no other
place to play. The children
expressed both innocence and
concern, saying, “Playing is

very important for us. If we do
not play, we do not feel good.
That is why we are forced to
play here, even in a dangerous
place” They shared that they
come to this site every day
after school and spend their
holidays playing there for the
entire day. This situation raises
serious questions about urban
planning and child safety.
While construction activities
are rapidly increasing in cities,
there is a significant lack of
safe play spaces for children.
Are children’s rights and safety
being overlooked in the race for

development? This situation
also serves as a warning for
concerned authorities. It is
essential to secure under-
construction sites, cover or
remove hazardous materials,
and ensure accessible and
safe playgrounds for children.
Additionally, public parks
must remain open and
accessible to children without
unnecessary restrictions. If this
issue is not addressed in time,
such negligence could lead to
a serious accident. Playing is a
child’s right, but it should never
come at the cost of their safety.

YOUNG FOOTBALL STAR VANSHIKA
MAKES HER Sﬂlllllll PROUD

Balaknama Reporter: Preeti

During a visit to the N-86
community in Delhi,
Balaknama Reporter Preeti
met 1l-year-old Vanshika
(name changed), who shared
her journey, hard work, and
enthusiasm  for  football.
Vanshika is a Grade 4 student
at a government school and
an active member of her
school's football team. She has
been consistently improving

her performance through
dedication = and  regular
practice.  Vanshika shared

that her school football team
recently had the opportunity to
participate in a special sports
tournament at a stadium.
During the competition, she
and her teammates displayed
remarkable confidence,
discipline, teamwork, and
sportsmanship. The players
worked together with excellent
coordination throughout the
matches. She explained that the
team had undergone regular
practice sessions before the
tournament, during which
their teachers guided them
and helped them understand
the rules of the game. Their
hard work paid off when the

entire team was awarded
medals in recognition of their
outstanding performance.

* 16/05/2026 16

The achievement brought
great pride and happiness to
all the players and created an

atmosphere of celebration
in the school. Teachers
appreciated the children's

dedication and encouraged
them to continue striving for

even greater success. Most
importantly, based on their
impressive performance,
Vanshika and her team have
now been selected to compete
at the next level, where they
will have the opportunity to
play against teams from other
schools in the stadium. With
continued encouragement,
training, and access to proper
facilities, they may have the
opportunity to compete at
the district, state, and even
national levels in the future.
Vanshika also shared that the
school has provided players
with football uniforms, shoes,
and other essential sports
equipment, which has greatly
supported their performance.
She thanked her teachers and
the school administration
for continuously motivating
and encouraging her to move
forward.  Expressing  her
happiness, Vanshika said that
she can now play without any
difficulty and perform better
than before. Earlier, she did
not have football shoes, and
she was always worried about
getting injured during practice
and matches. Now that she
has the necessary equipment,
her confidence has increased,
allowing her to focus
completely on improving her
game.

MASSIVE FIRE ERUPTS
IN NATHUPUR SLUM,
RESIDENTS FLEE IN PANIC

Balaknama Reporter: Karan
Talkative Reporters: Shanidul
and Abhay

A major fire broke out in the
Nathupur  slum  settlement
last night after a gas cylinder
exploded, creating panic across
the area. The blaze destroyed the
belongings of several families
living in the settlement. Some
families were away in their
native villages in West Bengal
at the time of the incident,
and all the belongings kept
inside their locked homes were
completely destroyed in the
fire. Mobile phones, clothes,
cash, and other household
items were also lost. Following
the  incident, community
members immediately
informed the police and the fire
department. Police personnel
and fire engines reached the
spot promptly and began
efforts to bring the fire under
control. The authorities also
assessed the situation to ensure
that no one had been injured
and that all residents were safe.
Fortunately, no lives were lost
and no injuries were reported,
as people managed to evacuate
their homes in time. Balaknama
Reporter Karan visited the site
and spoke with members of the

community, who said that the
fire started at around 8:00 p.m.
after a gas cylinder exploded
and quickly spread throughout
the settlement. Several families
lost all of their belongings,
leaving them in a difficult
financial situation. Following
the incident, nearby residents
came forward to support the
affected families by providing
food rations, clothing, and other
essential items to help them
rebuild their lives during this
difficult time.
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GCOMMUNITY GOMES TOGETHER AT MEGA
PTMTO Slll’l’(lli'l' GIIIlIlIiEN S LEARNING

Balaknama Reporter: Damini

A special Mega Parent-
Teacher Meeting (PTM) was
organized by the Chetna team
in Jaisinghpura Khor, Jaipur,
with the primary objective
of strengthening children's
education, addressing
challenges related to school
enrolment, and enhancing
community  support.  The
meeting was attended by
representatives  from  Sneh
Angan and Lok Seva Sangam,
the village Sarpanch, Devi
Lal Ji, members of the local
community, parents, and school
teachers. During the meeting,
detailed  discussions  were

held on the documentation-
related challenges that many
children face during school
enrolment. The community,
school authorities, and
social  organizations jointly
decided that children who
do not yet have the required
documents would also be
given the opportunity to study
at the school operating in the
settlement, ensuring that no
child is deprived of education.
The participants also discussed
the challenge of having only
one government teacher at
the school, which has been
affecting children's learning.
In response, the Sansadhan
Human Rights Institution

decided to support the school
by appointing two additional
teachers, enabling children to
receive better academic support
and regular guidance. The
meeting also emphasized the
importance of regular school
attendance, personal hygiene,
maintaining  cleanliness on
the school premises, and the
shared responsibility of the
community in  supporting
children's education. Parents
and community members
pledged to help maintain the
cleanliness of the school and
ensure that children attend
school regularly. The Mega
PTM proved to be an important
initiative in  strengthening
coordination  among  the
community, parents, teachers,
and social organizations. It
laid a stronger foundation
for securing children's right
to education and building a
brighter future. Parents also
expressed  their  happiness,
stating that many children
had previously been unable to
continue their education due
to a lack of documentation, but
with the support of the school
and social organizations, it has
now become easier to connect
every child with education.

EXTREME HEAT PUTS STREET-
CONNECTED CHILDREN AT RISK

Balaknama Reporter: Jyoti
Talkative Reporter: Sahil

The continuous rise in
temperature and intense heat
in Gurugram is having the
greatest impact on street-
connected and  working
children, particularly
those living in informal
settlements. Children residing
in the Saraswati Vihar
slum settlement have been
struggling with extreme heat
and hot winds in recent weeks.
The sun becomes intense
from early morning, and by
afternoon, the heat is so severe
that it is difficult for children
to step outside. Many families
in the settlement live in small
rooms with tin roofs, which
become unbearably hot during
the day, making it difficult for
children to rest. Many children
spend the day coping with
excessive heat, humidity, and
discomfort. Some shared that
they have been experiencing
headaches, weakness,
dizziness, and fatigue, while
younger children are finding
the  weather  especially
challenging. By afternoon,
the roads and narrow lanes

become extremely hot,
preventing children from
playing outdoors. Limited

access to water and prolonged
exposure to the heat have also
caused many children to fall
ill, affecting both their studies
and dailyactivities. During this
time, members of the Chetna
team visited the community

and interacted with children

and their families. They raised
awareness about protecting
oneself from extreme heat and
advised children to drink water
frequently, cover their heads
with a cloth, cap, or scarf while
going outdoors, and avoid
going out during the hottest
hours of the day. The team also
explained the importance of
maintaining personal hygiene,
eating light and nutritious
meals, washing hands
regularly, and staying in shaded
areas whenever possible, as
prolonged exposure to the
sun can seriously affect health.
They listened to the children's
concerns and encouraged
them to take care of their well-
being. The children actively
participated in the discussions
and learned several practical
ways to protect themselves
from the heat. Community
members said that young
children = require  special

care and a safe environment
during this period of extreme
weather. As  temperatures
continue to rise, families
living in the settlement are
facing increasing challenges.
They believe that awareness,
preventive measures, and
community support are the
most effective ways to protect
children from the harmful
effects of extreme heat.

SMALL SHOULDERS,

HEAVY BURDENS

Balaknama Reporter: Deepak

During a visit to Lakhesra
settlement in Jaipur,
Balaknama Reporter Deepak
came across a deeply
emotional  account  that
raises questions about how
childhood is experienced
differently by  different
children. While some children
rush towards classrooms upon
hearing the school bell, others
begin their day by heading
towards garbage dumps.
Thirteen-year-old ~ Salman
(name changed), a resident
of the settlement, shared
the story of two children,
Mohit and Jeetu (both names
changed), who come to the
locality every day to collect
waste. They carry a large sack
in which they gather plastic,
paper, and other recyclable
materials. Salman  shared
that one day he spoke to the
children and asked them why
they worked so hard every
day. The children explained
that their family’s financial
condition is extremely weak.
Their mother works as a daily
wage labourer, but her income
is not enough to meet the
household needs. As a result,
both brothers are forced to

collect waste to support their
family. They further shared
that their father struggles
with alcohol addiction and
remains away from family
responsibilities, leaving
the mother and children to
manage the household on
their own. The money earned
from selling collected waste
is used to buy food items
and meet other basic needs.
Salman said, "When I heard
their story, I felt very sad.
They are children like us.
They must also have dreams,
but their circumstances have
forced them to work." This
situation raises an important
question for society: why
are some children forced to
carry responsibilities instead
of enjoying their childhood?
Why are some children
deprived of education and
the right to play? Every child
has the right to education,
safety, and the opportunity to
fulfill their dreams. There is a
strong need to identify such
children and connect them
with education, protection,
and government support
schemes so that instead of
carrying sacks of garbage,
they can carry books and
build a brighter future.

MASSIVE FIRE IN WAZIRABAD SLUM SETTLEMENT
LEAVES SEVERAL FAMILIES HOMELESS

Balaknama Reporter: Farooq

Panic spread across the
Wazirabad area of Gurugram
on Tuesday afternoon after a
massive fire suddenly broke out
in a slum settlement. Within a
short time, the flames engulfed
several  makeshift  homes,
spreading so rapidly that many
residents were unable to save
their belongings. According
to local residents, thick smoke
quickly covered the area,
causing chaos as families rushed
to rescue their children and
whatever essential items they
could carry. The towering flames
were visible from a distance.
Upon receiving information
about the incident, several
fire engines reached the site
and, after considerable effort,
managed to bring the fire under
control. Police personnel and
local community members

in the rescue
and relief operations. The fire
destroyed the homes, clothing,
food supplies, and important
documents of nearly 10 to 12
families, leaving many of them

also assisted

homeless. Affected residents
said they are now facing serious
challenges related to shelter
and access to food. Thirteen-
year-old  Armaan  (name
changed), a resident of the
nearby settlement, shared that
the fire may have been caused
by an electrical short circuit,
although the authorities are
still investigating the exact
cause. Fortunately, no serious
injuries were reported in the
incident. However, the affected
families suffered significant
financial losses. Following the
fire, local social organizations
and community members
came forward to provide relief
materials and support to the
affected families. Residents have
appealed to the authorities to
make immediate arrangements
for temporary shelter, food, and
other essential services for those
whohavelost their homes.

Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed.
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COLLABORATIVE INITIATIVE STRENGTHENS
SAFE’I’Y ANI] HIGII'I'S 0F ADOLESCENT GIRLS

Balaknama Reporter: Damini
Talkative Reporter: Arpita

In Jaisinghpura Khor
settlement of Jaipur, an
important awareness meeting
was organized by the One
Stop Centre (Sakhi) team for
women and girls. The session
was attended by Suman
from the One Stop Centre,
along with women police
personnel and  counsellor
Jyoti. Around 80 women and
adolescent girls from the
settlement participated in the
meeting. During the session,
participants were informed
about their rights, safety

measures, and the available
support services for women
and girls. Suman explained
that in cases of harassment,
violence, or any form of abuse,
women and girls can contact
the 181 Women Helpline,
where their complaints will be
heard and necessary assistance
will be provided. Information
was also shared regarding the
process of support in cases of
domestic violence. During the
interaction, women and girls
openly shared their concerns
and personal experiences.
Twelve-year-old Aruna (name
changed) shared that she feels
unsafe while going to and

returning from school because
some boys harass her on the
way. Meanwhile, 13-year-old
Zoya (name changed) said
that due to her family’s weak
financial condition and social
pressure, there is discussion
about  discontinuing  her
education and arranging her
marriage at an early age. The
team present assured both
girls of proper guidance and
all possible support. Fourteen-
year-old Arpita said, "Earlier,
we did not know that there
are so many helpline numbers
available for the safety of
women and girls. Now we know
how to seek help in any difficult
situation. This information
is very useful for us." The
women and girls present at
the meeting appreciated the
initiative, saying that such
sessions help them understand
their rights, safety measures,
and available support services.
The programme proved to be
an important step towards
building confidence among
women and adolescent girls,
increasing awareness about
safety, and strengthening trust
in support systems.

DESPITE SCORCHING HEAT, STREET-CONNECTED
AND WORKING CHILDREN REMAIN DETERMINED

Balaknama Reporter: Anjali

Gurugram  is  currently
experiencing intense summer
temperatures,  with  the
mercury rising to nearly 45°C.
Despite the scorching sun and
hot winds, street-connected
and working children continue
to pursue their dreams with
determination and resilience.
Every morning, many
children can be seen walking
to school carrying heavy
school bags, wearing caps,
and using umbrellas to protect
themselves from the heat.
They adopt different ways to
cope with the weather, with
some carrying umbrellas and
others keeping water bottles
with them to stay hydrated.
Life is far from easy for these

children.  Alongside their
education, they also shoulder
household  responsibilities.

Some accompany their parents
to work, while others return
home after school to care for
their younger siblings and help
with household chores. When
Balaknama Reporter Anjali
spoke with the children, they
shared that attending school
during the extreme heat is very

challenging. Thirteen-year-old
Arjun (name changed) said, "It
gets extremely hot, but going
to school is important. We
want to study, move forward in
life, and achieve our dreams."
The children also expressed
that better transportation
arrangements for travelling to
and from school would make
their daily journey much easier.
Many of them said they often
experience dizziness, weakness,
and exhaustion while walking
under the scorching sun and
hot winds. Despite these
challenges, their determination
remains unwavering. They
believe that through education
and hard work, they can
fulfill their dreams and make
their families proud. Their
commitment,  perseverance,
and dedication to education,
even during extreme weather
conditions, serveasan inspiring
example for society.

GHILDREN SEND MESSAGE OF NATURE
CONSERUATION ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

Balaknama Reporter: Deepak
Talkative Reporter: Sonu

In Jaipur, a special awareness
programme was organised
on the occasion of World
Environment Day at the
alternative education centres
run by Chetna NGO, in which

122 children  participated
enthusiastically. The children
expressed their ideas on
environmental protection,

saving water, plastic-free living,
and cleanliness through creative
presentations,  posters, and
colourful costumes. During
the  programme, children
highlighted the importance
of water conservation with
messages such as “Nature is
life”? A girl from the Khor
community prepared a beautiful
model of the Earth, explaining
pollution and the balance of
the environment. Similarly,
through presentations based

on themes like the rainbow and

rainfall, children highlighted
the importance of nature and
the water cycle. Children
also created costumes using
plastic packaging materials
to raise awareness about the
harmful effects of plastic.
On this occasion, children
also shared their personal
thoughts.  Thirteen-year-old
Monu (name changed) said,
“We should understand the
value of every drop of water. If
we save water today, our future
will be secure” Eleven-year-old
Maryam (name changed) said,

“The Earth is our mother.
We should work together
to plant trees and reduce
pollution” Twelve-year-old

Nupur (name changed)
shared,  “This  activity
helped me understand

that small habits can make
a big contribution to
environmental protection”
Through the programme,
children conveyed  that
environmental  conservation
is not just a one-day campaign
but a daily responsibility.
Their colourful and creative
presentations inspired everyone
to become more sensitive
towards nature and work
towards building a clean and
safe environment. At the end,
the children collectively pledged
to protect water, air, trees, and
natural resources, and to raise
awareness about environmental
protection among people in
their surroundings.

YOGITA MAKES CHETNA BASTI
PROUD WITH DRAWING
COMPETITION VICTORY

Balaknama Reporter: Damini
Talkative Reporter: Yogita

12-year-old  Yogita from
Chetna Basti in Jaisinghpura
Khor, Jaipur, who participated
with the support of Chetna
NGO, has secured first place
in the ‘“Nanhae Kalakar’
online drawing competition
organized by  Rajasthan
Patrika by showcasing her
remarkable  talent.  The
competition allowed children
to participate according to
their age and class categories.
Chetna NGO facilitated
Yogita’s  registration and
guided her throughout the
competition process. During
the event, children were
given different audio themes,
based on which they had to
create drawings using their
imagination. Demonstrating

CRAFTING GLAY DAMARUS TOSUPPORT HER FAMILY

Balaknama Reporter: Damini
Talkative Reporter: Rina

During a visit to various
informal settlements in Jaipur,
Balaknama Reporter Damini
spoke with children about
their lives, challenges, and
achievements. During this
interaction, she met 11-year-
old Raveena (name changed)
from Raisinghpura settlement.
Her story reflects the harsh
reality of child labour, where
financial hardship and family

circumstances place heavy
responsibilities on  young
children, taking away their
childhood. Raveena shared
that after the untimely death
of her father, the entire
responsibility of the family fell
on her mother. To support the
household, her mother makes
clay damarus, and Raveena
also helps her in this work. She
assists her mother in collecting
smooth clay from nearby
forests,  gathering  wood,
and arranging the materials

needed to make the damarus.
At home, both of them prepare
the clay and craft the musical
instruments together, which
are later sold in the market
to earn a livelihood. Raveena
also accompanies her mother
to fairs and markets where
they sell their products. Her
story highlights how economic
hardship forces children to
step away from education
and a safe childhood and take
on adult responsibilities at a
very young age. It serves as

an important reminder for
society and administration
to identify such children and
connect them with education,

protection, government
schemes, and  necessary
support so that they can be
freed from child labour and
move towards a brighter and
more secure future.
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hercreativityandartisticskills,
Yogita prepared impressive
drawings based on the themes
of Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam and
Kargil Day. Her hard work,
dedication, and imagination
earned her the first position
in the competition. This
achievement is not only a
matter of pride for Yogita but
also a source of inspiration
for other children in Chetna

Basti. After winning the
competition, Yogita’s
confidence has increased

significantly. She shared that
she now believes she can
achieve greater success in
the future through her talent
and artistic skills. Seeing her
photograph  published in
Rajasthan Patrika doubled
her happiness. Yogita said, “I
never expected that I would
win first place. I thought that
children from outside the
settlement would be better
at drawing than me, but my
hard work, imagination, and
confidence helped me achieve
this success”
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FIVE DAYS OF DARKNESS IN NOIDA SLUMS: POWER CUT,
WATER CRISIS AND WORSENING HEALTH OF CHILDREN

Talkative Reporters: Kajal
Balaknama Reporter: Kishan

In the settlements around
Bahlolpur village in Noida,
a  five-day-long  power
outage disrupted the lives
of thousands of residents.
In todays world, electricity
has become an essential part
of daily life, and without it,
everyday activities come to
a standstill. This is exactly
what was witnessed in these
settlements, where residents
of more than 500 slum

households struggled through
darkness and extreme heat.
Conversations  with  local
children and working families
revealed that due to the power
cut, mobile phones could not
be charged and regular water
supply was also disrupted.
Thirteen-year-old Noor
(name changed) said, “There
was no electricity for five days
continuously. At night it was
very difficult to sleep due to
the heat, and during the day
we had to struggle for water”
According to information,

the outage occurred after a
short circuit in the wires of a
transformer in the settlement,
which led to a fire. It took
nearly five days to repair
the technical fault, resulting
in a complete disruption of
electricity in the area. The
biggest impact of the power
cut was on water availability,
as water motors could not
function, bringing the supply
to a halt. As a result, residents
were forced to buy water
pouches from shops or fetch
20-litre containers of water

from nearby villages at a cost
of around 320 per container.
For economically weaker
families, this became an
additional financial burden.
Due to extreme heat and
lack of basic facilities, several
children also fell ill. Spending
hot nights without fans or
coolers became extremely
difficult for them. Parents
raised complaints with the
administration, but delays
in resolving the issue further
increased their difficulties.
Although electricity has now

been gradually restored,
bringing relief to residents,
the incident once again raises
serious questions about why
basic facilities remain so weak
in settlements located near
urban areas. Local people have
demanded that the electricity
system be strengthened and
that alternative emergency
arrangements  be  made
available to prevent such
situations in the future, so that
residents of poor settlements
do not have to face such
hardships again.

RUMOUR OF A GHILD DROWNING IN A SWIMMING
POOL SPREADS FEAR ACROSS THE COMMUNITY

Balaknama Reporter — Deepak

A rumour about a child
drowning in a swimming
pool created panic and fear
throughout a settlement in
Lakhesra, Jaipur. Balaknama
reporter Deepak visited the
settlement, where 13-year-
old Vikrant (name changed)
shared details of an incident
that took place on June 12.
According to Vikrant, the
incident happened in the
afternoon when a rumour
suddenly  spread through
the entire community. Some
children from the settlement
had gone to a nearby
swimming pool. They had
gone there simply to bathe and
spend some time together.
However, someone spread the
news that a child had drowned
in the swimming pool. Within
a short time, the rumour had
reached the entire settlement.
As soon as parents heard the
news, many of them left their
work and began searching for
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their children. People went
through the narrow lanes and
houses, asking one another
if they had seen the children.
Everyone appeared worried
about their children’s safety.
Vikrant recalled: “When we
found out that false news
about us had spread in the
settlement, we became scared.
We thought our families would
be very angry with us. Out of
fear, we hid for some time in
bushes, abandoned houses
and other places. “According
to the children, the entire
settlement remained tense and
anxious for nearly two hours.
Families continued searching
for their children, worried that
something serious might have

happened. Eventually, all the
children were found safe, and
itbecame clear that no accident
had taken place. Only then did
the families breathe a sigh of
relief. Afterwards, the children
and their families discussed
what had happened. The
incident taught the children an
important lesson: before going
anywhere, children should
always inform their families
so that their parents know
where they are and do not have
to worry unnecessarily. The
children also realised that news
should never be shared without
first knowing whether it is
true. A false rumour can create
unnecessary fear, confusion
and panic among an entire
community. For the children
of Lakhesra, what began as an
ordinary afternoon turned
into a frightening experience—
and ultimately became an
important  lesson  about
communication, responsibility
and checking facts before
spreadinginformation.

PARENTAL NEGLEGT LINKED
TO RISING RISK OF HARMFUL
BEHAVIOURS AMONG CHILDREN

Balaknama Reporter: Divyanshi

During a community
visit, Balaknama Reporter
Divyanshi observed
children  playing  cards
at several places. Some
children were even seen
gambling with money. When
Divyanshi spoke to them,
it was revealed that certain
children were involved in
gambling activities using
cash. Conversations with the
children also showed that
during the summer holidays,
many of them spend most
of their time without any
supervision. The reporter
noticed that several parents
remain outside the home due
to work and are unable to
spend enough time with their
children. As a result, children
do not receive proper
guidance or supervision.
Divyanshi stated that parents
play a crucial role in shaping a

CHILDREN MAP THEIR GIIMMIINI'I'Y ANI] IDENTIFY SAFE ANI] UNSAFE SPACES

Balaknama Reporter: Preeti

At the Education Contact Club
of the N-86 community in
Delhi, a child-led community
mapping activity was
conducted under the guidance
of a Chetna NGO worker
and Balaknama Reporter
Preeti. The objective of this
activity was to make children
aware of the structure of their
community, available facilities,
and the identification of safe
and unsafe spaces, so that they
can better understand their
surroundings and  express
their views with confidence.
The activity began with a
community walk, during
which children, along with the
Chetna NGO worker, visited
different parts of the area.
They observed parks, markets,
hospitals, companies, public
roads, liquor shops, and other
important locations, trying to
understand their usefulness
for the community as well as
the safety challenges children
might face in certain areas.

After the visit, all
children gathered
at the centre and
created a map of
their community
using  drawings,

symbols, and
colours. They
marked key
locations and
their relationships
to each other
which helped
them develop a clearer
understanding  of  their

surroundings and available
facilities. ~ Thirteen-year-old
Saumya (name changed) said
that the activity was a new and
interesting  experience for
her. She shared, “We visited
many important places in our
community. Along with the
Chetna NGO worker and other
children, we saw parks, liquor
shops, hospitals, and other
places and learned about them.
Later, we created a map using
drawings, which helped us
understand our surroundings
better” Twelve-year-old Rahul

said that

(name changed)
earlier he did not know which
places in his community were
safe or unsafe. Through this

activity, he learned about
safe and unsafe areas and
how people use different
spaces in the community. He
added that making the map
helped him remember and
identify locations more easily.
Fourteen-year-old =~ Muskan
(name changed) shared that
observing the community
and then creating a map
using drawings and colours
was a very good experience
for her. According to her, the

activity made learning more
interesting and helped her
gain new knowledge about her
surroundings.

At the end of the session,
the Chetna NGO worker
discussed with the children
which places they considered
safe and unsafe. Based on
their understanding, children
marked safe areas with green
circles and unsafe areas with
red circles on the map. During
the activity, children also
shared suggestions to improve
their =~ community.  They
said that there should be an
additional public toilet, regular
cleaning of streets and lanes,
and that liquor shops should
not be located near residential
areas as they affect the safety
of children and women.
The activity helped children
develop decision-making
abilities, observation skills,
and teamwork. It also enabled
them to better understand the
challenges in their community
and identify safe and unsafe
spaces.
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child’s personality. When they
are unable to give sufficient
time, some children may get
attracted towards the wrong
company. This increases the
risk of developing habits such
as playing cards, gambling,
loss of interest in studies,
and other inappropriate
behaviours. The report also
highlighted that during the
summer holidays, children
were seen engaging in
gambling activities in various
areas. Such activities can have
a negative impact on their
mental, social, and academic
development. Family support
and guidance are extremely
important for the overall
development of children. The
absence of parents can also
lead to feelings of loneliness,
insecurity, and emotional
stress among children, which
affects  their  confidence
and may lead them to take
wrong decisions. During
discussions, many people said
that parents should take time
out of their busy schedules
to talk to their children,
monitor their activities, and
guide them with good values
and direction. This situation
highlights the urgent need for
proper guidance and regular
supervision of children. The
children themselves also
believe that if parents spend
more time with them and pay
attention to their activities,
they can stay away from bad
company and harmful habits
and build a better future.

Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed.
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS FILLED WITH SPORTS, GAMES AND SMILES

Balaknama Reporter: Divyanshi

Summer holidays are a time
of joy, excitement, and new
experiences for children. As
schools close for wvacation,
children take a break from
studies and engage in various
sports  and  recreational
activities. During a visit to
her community, Balaknama
Reporter Divyanshi observed
that most children were
spending their time playing
different  outdoor  games.
The streets, parks, and open
grounds were full of lively
activity ~ and  children's
enthusiasm. The children
shared that they play various

games with their friends in the
morning and evening. Some
were seen playing cricket, while
others enjoyed football and
kho-kho. Younger children
were busy cycling, skipping
rope, and running around.
According to them, sports
bring happiness and give
them an opportunity to spend
quality time with friends.
During the visit, it was also
found that some children had
gone to their villages for the
summer holidays, where they
are spending time with their
grandparents and relatives.
The open fields, farms, and
gardens in the villages provide
them with an opportunity

to stay close to nature and
play freely. Both children and
parents Dbelieve that sports
are an important part of a
child’s life. Sports are not only
a source of entertainment
but also play a vital role in the
physical, mental, and social
development  of  children.
They help in making the body
strong and healthy, while
also  developing  discipline,
teamwork, leadership, and
cooperation. Sports also teach
children to accept both victory
and defeat, which is essential for
life. Parents in the community
shared that instead of spending
too much time on mobile
phones and television, children

should participate in sports and
other creative activities. They
believe that sports keep children
healthy and also improve their
concentration and confidence.
Therefore, they encourage
their children to spend some

time playing outdoors every
day. The children expressed
that they enjoy playing with
their friends, as it helps them
make new friends, learn new
things, and spend their time
happily. Some children also
shared that they participate in
sports competitions during the
holidays, which boosts their
confidence and gives them
an opportunity to showcase
their talent. These summer
holidays filled with sports are
becoming memorable for the
children. Sports are not only
a means of entertainment but
also a strong foundation for a
healthy childhood and overall
development.

CHILDHOOD SHRINKS
UNDER THE WEIGHT OF
FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES

Balaknama Reporter — Deepak
Talkative Reporter — Gautam

During a visit to a settlement
in the Mansarovar area of
Jaipur, Balaknama reporter
Deepak came across the
story of a young girl who is
being forced to take on family
responsibilities at an early age.
Talkative reporter Gautam
reported that 13-year-old
Roohani (name changed) goes
begging every day. The money
and food she receives help
her family manage their daily
needs, while also supporting
the care of her younger siblings.
Every morning, Roohani leaves
home and goes from one street
and neighbourhood to another,
asking for help. She usually
receives a small amount of
money, along with biscuits,
bread and other food items.
These things help the family
get through the day. When
Balaknama reporter Deepak
spoke to Roohani, she shared
that her father had passed away.
There are four siblings in the
family, and the responsibility
of looking after them has now
fallen entirely on her mother.
Roohani said: “My mother is
often unwell and suffers from

headaches. That is why I also
go begging to help my family.
I usually receive around 350
a day, along with some food
items. “When the conversation
turned to education, Roohani
became emotional. She said:
“I really enjoy studying. I
used to attend CHETNASs
education centre, but because
of my familys difficult
circumstances, I am no longer
able to go regularly. When I see
other children going to school
and education centres, I wish
I could study like them too.
But if I do not go begging, how
will my younger brothers and
sisters get food?” Roohani’s
story reflects the reality faced
by many children who are
being pushed away from their
childhood and education
because of poverty and family
responsibilities. For children
like Roohani, ensuring access
to education, along with
providing stronger social and
family support, remains an
urgent need. No child should
have to choose between going
to school and helping their
family survive.

SUMMER CAMP HELPS GHILDREN DISCOVER
THEIR TALENTS ANII Bllllll CONFIDENCE

Balaknama Reporter — Amrit

During a visit to the N-86
community in Delhi,
Balaknama reporter Preeti
met 11-year-old Suhani (name
changed) and 13-year-old
Aarti (name changed). During
their ~ conversation,  both
girls shared their inspiring
experiences of participating
in a summer camp. They said
that they used to visit Hathoda
Ram Park every morning at 6
a.m. Initially, they would go
there simply to play and spend
time in the park. One day, they
noticed that a summer camp
was being organised there for
children. They saw children
enthusiastically participating

in yoga, different sports,
fun activities and various
competitions. Watching

the other children enjoy the
activities sparked their interest,
and they soon started attending
the summer camp regularly.
During the camp, both girls
participated  enthusiastically
in yoga, running, sports and
different competitions. Sharing
her experience, Suhani said:
“Earlier, I only went to the

park to play. After joining the
summer camp, I learned yoga
and several new games. Taking
part in competitions helped
me become more confident
and made me very happy. Now
I feel like participating in every
new activity” Aarti shared: “I
really enjoyed being part of
the summer camp. I learned
the importance of discipline,
working together as a team
and getting an opportunity
to showcase my talent.
Participating in competitions
increased my confidence.
Receiving awards motivated
me to do even better and learn
new things” Both girls said that
the summer camp gave them
an opportunity to learn and
explore many new activities.
They participated in yoga,

sports and competitions with
enthusiasm and dedication.
The camp helped them
understand the importance
of discipline and gave them
a platform to develop their
talents with greater confidence.
For their good performances
in different competitions, the
children were recognised with
prizes such as medals, colour
boxes and water bottles. Both
girls said that receiving these
prizes further encouraged
them and motivated them to
participate in similar activities
in the future. Community
members believe that summer
camps are not just a source
of fun and entertainment
for children. They provide
children with opportunities
to learn new skills, build
confidence, discover their
talents and develop important
qualities such as teamwork
and discipline. For Suhani
and Aarti, the summer camp
was more than just a holiday
activity—it became a space
where they could learn,
participate, express themselves
and believe in their own
abilities.

CHILDREN SELL MAGNETS IN MARKETS TO SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES

Balaknama Reporter — Damini

Balaknama reporter Damini
visited  several  informal
settlements in Jaipur, where she
found many children selling

promotional refrigerator
magnets in local markets.
Conversations with the

children revealed the difficult
circumstances, struggles and
unfinished dreams behind
their ~work.  Thirteen-year-
old Rahul (name changed)
shared: “T come every day from
Looniyawas settlement to the
markets in Jaipurs walled city
to sell magnets. I leave home

in the morning and spend the
whole day walking around the
market, requesting people to
buy magnets so that I can earn
some money. I earn around
%100 to X150 a day, which helps
my family manage household
expenses. I want to study, but
because of my family’s situation,
I have to work” Rahul explained
that he is not the only child
from his community doing
this work. “Every day, around
13 to 15 children from our
settlement come to the market
on different days. The adults
from our families drop us at
the market and sit somewhere

nearby. They say that people are
more likely to buy things from
children, so we are sent to sell
the magnets” Other children
working in the market also
shared their struggles. They
said they enjoy going to school
and studying, but their families
cannot afford to let them focus
only on education. To meet
household needs, they have
been pushed into work at a
young age. After spending the
entire day working, the children
earn only a small amount, but
even this income helps their
families buy food and meet
other essential expenses. The

children’s experiences make
one thing clear: poverty and
lack of resources have become
major barriers between them
and their right to education
and childhood. The hands that
should be holding books are
instead seen selling goods in
busy markets. There is an urgent
need to ensure that such children
have access to education, social
protection and government
welfare schemes, so that they do
not have to work to support their
families. Every child deserves
the opportunity to study, enjoy a
safe childhood and build a better
future.
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