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UniqUe newspaper  for and by street ConneCted Children
balaknama is the newspaper presented by street and working children themselves to fight for 

their own rights and problems because they are being completely ignored.

On the OccasiOn Of internatiOnal street children’s day

cont. on pg. 2

Balaknama reporters: Kishan, 
sangita, anchal, Jubeda, aslam

In the world, nearly a million 
children are forced to spend 
their lives on the streets. 
These children, born into 
poverty, lose the most beau-
tiful moments of their lives as 
they grow up on the streets. 
In India alone, more than 
400,000 children are forced 
to live on the streets. These 
street children have no offi-
cial count. Street corners are 
their playgrounds, and traffic 
lights are the means of sur-
vival. Sometimes these chil-
dren try to earn some kind-
ness by cleaning your car’s 
windshield, while others just 
reach out their hands in hope 
upon seeing you. As these 
children spent most of their 
time on the streets, they lose 
the most beautiful moments 
of their lives. Amidst the 
noise of traffic and the dust 
of the streets, their emotions 
and tears go unnoticed.
Every year on April 12, In-
ternational Street Children’s 
Day is celebrated worldwide. 
The key to celebrating In-
ternational Street Children’s 
Day is to raise awareness 
and take action to improve 

of Child Rights offers to the 
children. If any child wants 
to share their concerns re-
garding school admission or 
in any way, they can call the 
commission directly for help. 
She also shared the contact 
number of the commission 
with all the children.
In this series, MsSurina Naru-
la from the UK said, “When 
30 years ago we all raised our 
voice that there should be a 
day for the rights and respect 
of street and working chil-
dren in the whole world, no-
body considered it right.” But 
after our struggle, everyone 
got a day on April 12, which 
started to be celebrated as In-
ternational Street Children’s 
Day. On this occasion, chil-
dren living on the streets get 
a chance to voice their opin-
ions and reach out to people.
During the program, 11 chil-
dren from different cities 
shared inspiring stories relat-
ed to their lives. 
Kabir (name changed), who 
is 14 years old, and from Ra-
jasthan, said, “I live on the 
streets.” When I asked my 
father about it, he said, “We 
live on the streets, and this 
is our life.” With teary eyes, 

the lives of street children. 
By working together, we can 
make a difference in the lives 
of these vulnerable children 
and create a better future for 
all. As in previous years, this 
year too, on the occasion of 
Street Children’s Day, CHET-
NA NGO organized the Street 
Talk Season 6 (a live talk by 
street-connected children) 
program at the Little Theatre 
Group Auditorium in Delhi. 
The chief guest of the program 
was Ms Nidhi who is a mem-
ber of the Delhi Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights 
and MsSurina Narula repre-
sentative of Consortium for 
Street Children, apart from 
this there was a representative 
of UNICEF India, NGO part-

ners beneficiaries and team 
members, and media, who 
participated in the program 
with 300 street and working 
children.
The program was started with 
a brief introduction shared 
by Mr Sanjay Gupta, direc-
tor of CHETNA NGO about 
Season 6 of Street Talk (a live 
talk by street-connected chil-
dren). He shared that “These 
children have come from dif-
ferent states of India, such as 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Rajas-
than, and Haryana, and they 
will share their life journey 
of struggle, resilience and fu-
ture aspiration which can in-
spire many other children to 
do better in their lives. It is a 
great achievement that all the 

children from different cities 
have gathered on the occa-
sion of International Street 
Children’s Day, he added.
Member of the Delhi State 
Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights, Ms Nidhi, 
congratulated all the chil-
dren and said that when I 
was listening to all the chil-
dren, my eyes became moist. 
Seeing the courage and de-
termination of the children, 
I felt that all these children 
will definitely overcome their 
troubles and hardships and 
reach a good position in life. 
My prayers are with all the 
children and we will always 
remain committed to any 
support that the Delhi State 
Commission for Protection 

moRe thAn 300 StReet And woRkIng chIldRen 
PARtIcIPAted In StReet tAlk SeASon-6

11 children shared their inspiring stories that touched the hearts

talkative reporter- Kamini 
Balaknama reporter- aanchal

arrival Of summer leads tO the 
prOBlem caused By infectiOus diseases

Infectious diseases are a con-
tinuous threat to human life 
and it poses a major challenge 
in front of science to over-
come these challenges which 
are increasing day by day. Let’s 
try to find out in the present 
scenario how infectious dis-
eases are challenging the life 
of street-connected children 
in Lucknow and are proving to 
be dangerous for them. During 
the visit of our reporter, when 
the reporter spoke to a few of 

also told their sisters how they 
can protect themselves from 
this disease. Raising aware-
ness among all the children 
we told them if anyone around 
them has this disease then, 
in that case, maintain their 
distance from such person 
and avoid talking to them. In 
this way, we told the children 
to be careful and at the same 
time also advised them that all 
these diseases are caused by 
dirt, so advised them to keep 
their surroundings clean, so 
that all these diseases do not 
affect them. 

the children and told them that 
day, chickenpox is spreading. 
Due to these children are in 
major trouble. Children said 
that in our slum areas, the 
maximum number of children 
are infected with chickenpox. 
Due to this, our parents are 
in major trouble. This disease 
is spreading gradually in our 
communities and we are scared 
because of this because it has 
been told that this infection is 
not stable in one place and it’s 
a kind of airborne disease. So, 
every individual is in danger. 
Along with that, the children 
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talkative reporter - Kamini 
Balaknama reporter - aanchal

mOre than 300 street and wOrKing children 
participated in street talK seasOn-6

the IncReASIng IncIdentS of goAtS gettIng Run oveR 
by tRAInS ARe cAuSIng dIStReSS to chIldRen

During our visits, we often 
see children doing some kind 
of work to feed themselves, 
whether it be small or large 
tasks. The condition of our 
street and working children 
is so bad that they are willing 
to do even the smallest jobs 
just to fill their stomachs and 
lead a good life. Looking at 
the current problems, when 
our Lucknow-based reporter 
visited several places, various 

also said that we had already 
informed the authorities earli-
er that these repeated incidents 
of goats getting run over are 
causing us a lot of damage and 
their number is increasing day 
by day. Every day, someone’s 
goat in the colony gets cut by 
the train. We nurture the goats 
and then sell them and we get 
some money. But if it dies, we 
bury it. If the goat is big, we 
sell it at a higher price, but be-
cause of this train, everything 
gets ruined. This causes a lot of 
damage to our parents.

problems of children came to 
light. However, one problem 

was common among all chil-
dren. When we talked to the 

children on the streets, they 
told us sister, you also know 
that we live near the railway 
line, which causes us many 
problems. Every day, animals 
that live in our homes die 
by coming under the train, 
which causes us a lot of dam-
age. When we talked to the 
children continuously about 
this issue, it came to light that 
people in the area where these 
children live raise goats. When 
the goats go in search of food, 
many of them get run over by 
the train and die. The children 

Kabir shared that he works as 
a ropeway and swings opera-
tor from one city to another, 
and he can’t make friends be-
cause he doesn’t have a fixed 
place to live. He works all day 
and takes care of his young-
er siblings. His father sells 
drugs, and he was his inform-
er. One day, Chetna’s team 
member met him and asked if 
he wanted to study. Kabir told 
her that “I don’t have enough 
money, and she said not to 
worry because she teaches for 
free. So, I started going to the 
centre and started studying 
there. Along with my stud-
ies, we also played cricket and 
other games, which felt good. 
I started liking to study, and 
now I study and lead other 
children at the education cen-
tre.
Anjali (name changed), who 
is 13 years old and struggled 
with difficulties on the streets, 
has become an inspiration for 
thousands of girls today. She 
shared that she used to live in 
a village with her four siblings 

and parents. Suddenly, her 
house caught fire, and they 
started living on the streets. 
One day, she and her family 
met Chetna’s team members, 
who helped them get into a 
government temporary shel-
ter and encouraged her to 
study. She started studying 
and excelling in her studies. 
Now she wants to become a 
teacher and inspire other girls 
to study.
13-year-old Kamini (name 
changed) revealed that she 
had been begging for a living 
since the age of 10. She shared 
that “When I used to beg, I 
had to face many difficulties. 
People used to abuse me, stare 
at me with dirty looks, and 
sometimes even touch me in-
appropriately. One day, team 
members of Chetna NGO 
asked me why I didn’t come 
to the centre to study. I teach 
children for free. That day, I 
became very emotional and 
decided that I would definite-
ly go to study. I started going 
to Chetna’s centre to study 
and gradually stopped beg-

ging. I bring my sister to the 
centre, and I want to become 
a teacher”.
13-year-old Imran (name 
changed) said that I have four 
younger siblings. My mother 
died due to a serious illness, 
and after a fight with my two 
elder brothers, they left us. 
Because my father’s foot was 
amputated, I had to take on all 
the responsibilities of my fam-
ily. I run a tea shop and serve 
tea. I take care of my younger 
siblings with my father. I am 
grateful to Chetna for giving 
me the opportunity to study 
at NanheParinde Mobile Ed-
ucation Van. I love reading, 
and I take my brothers with 
me. I want to become a doctor 
and serve my community.
12-year-old Irshad (name 
changed) shared that “I live 
in a slum in Delhi and work 
in colouring the straps of flip-
flops slippers. I only get 100 
rupees after working for 12 
hours, and the whole day is 
spent colouring the flip-flops. 
One day, I met Chetna’s rep-
resentative and I told her that 

I don’t go to school, so she 
called me to the centre. When 
I went to the centre, I saw 
many children playing togeth-
er. I liked it, and I started go-
ing to the centre. Didi got me 
admitted to school, and today 
I study in the sixth grade. I am 
the monitor of my class. I am 
very happy that I did not lose 
courage and reached school 
by struggling. I want all the 
children living on the streets 
to go to school and study.
Similarly, children shared 
the stories of their lives and 
struggles and expressed their 
happiness on the occasion of 
International Street Children’s 
Day. The little ones also pre-
sented a motivational dance 
performance.
At the end of the program, the 
guests facilitated the children 
by giving prizes and while 
addressing the children said 
that we take concrete steps 
to address the root causes of 
children’s issues and provide 
support to those who are cur-
rently living on the streets. 
This includes investing in 

programs that provide shelter, 
education, and healthcare ser-
vices to street children, as well 
as working to prevent chil-
dren’s issues such as poverty, 
lack of access to education, 
and inadequate social support 
systems. Furthermore, they 
urged to strengthen laws and 
policies to protect the rights 
of street children and to hold 
accountable those who ex-
ploit or abuse them. Street 
children must be treated with 
dignity and respect, and given 
the opportunities and support 
they need to thrive.
The member of the commis-
sion shared the helpline num-
ber with the children and mo-
tivated the children that if any 
child has any kind of prob-
lem, they can contact them 
and take direct help from the 
commission and talk to them.
On this International Street 
Children’s Day, let us com-
mit to taking action to ensure 
that all children, regardless of 
their circumstances, have the 
opportunity to grow and suc-
ceed.

reporter anjali and Balaknama 
reporter aanchal

the noISe of weddIngS mAde It 
dIffIcult to PRePARe foR the exAm
Nowadays there is a season 
of marriages, due to which 
marriages are taking place in 
many places, similarly, it is 
happening in the areas of our 
street working children, in 
every 10-12 days someone or 
the other is getting married 
in their areas. Due to this, 
children are busy and happy 
as well. To indulge in the 
happiness of the children 
when our Balaknama reporter 
visited their area and asked 
them what is happening in 
their area then children told 
them that sister nowadays 
weddings are happening in 

our areas, sister here in every 
5-6 days someone's wedding is 
happening and we are enjoying 
this a lot because in our 
area whenever the wedding 
happened whole night DJ has 
been played and we happily 
dance the whole night and 
sleep in the morning. While 
talking to the children, we also 
asked the children, have your 
exams been done? To which 
the children replied sister, our 
exams are still going on. But 
sister, you tell us this wedding 
season does not come every 
time so we are enjoying it but 
we are also focusing on our 
exam preparation. We asked 
the children now you said that 
we dance all night and then 

sleep in the morning, so when 
do you prepare for the exam, 
do you have any routine, or 
have you made a timetable? 
So, the children said that 

sister, the timetable has not 
been prepared but we take 
some time out for studies. We 
also asked children whether 
their parents know that they 

are taking some time for their 
studies. So, the children said, 
sister, yes whatever happens 
in front of them, they know 
everything. This means, if 
we speak broadly, then the 
children have become so 
engrossed in marriages that 
they are not giving that much 
time which they are supposed 
to give for their bright future, 
which can prove to be very 
harmful in their future. The 
parents of the children will also 
be a part of this, because this 
is the time of exams, on these 
days the children's full focus 
should be on studies, but they 
are attending marriages and 
are paying very little attention 
to studies.

From pg. 1
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talkative reporter santoshi and 
reporter sangeeta lucknow

Some chIldRen AvoId StudIeS And Some ARe 
not Able to Study due to comPulSIon

Nowadays, children often hide 
their faces from studies and 
if even have a little work they 
need to do then they give the 
excuse that they have to do a lot 
of work, because of which they 
are not able to go to school. 
But some children are such 
that no matter how many re-
sponsibilities come upon them, 
they never hide their face away 
from their studies. They work 
hard for their work and also 
work very hard for their stud-
ies. They try to study whenever 

reporter Kishan

Bureau report

talkative reporter: mamta 
reporter: sangeeta lucknow 

whAt doeSn't PoveRty Show And get done?

PlAyIng RISky gAmeS cAn Put chIldRen At RISk, AS Soon 
AS theIR PARentS go to woRk, they go out to PlAy   

even chIldRen hAve become 
AddIcted to chewIng betel 

leAveS And tobAcco

Working all the time has 
permanently become the 
life and aim of our working 
children. Journalists of 
Balaknama visit many places 
and meet working children to 
share their problems with you 
in detail. This time, we came 
to know about the new ways 
children find for work through 
support group meetings in 
sectors 45, 76, 115 etc. of Noida. 
Children told their problems 
through support group 
meetings and (changed name) 
Divyansh said, "I live in Noida 
and I am studying in class VI. 
I have a friend from school 
and he also studies in my class. 
When there was a 7-day holiday 
in the school due to severe cold 
in the month of January, instead 
of spending time at home, my 
friend and I used to go with my 

Sometimes the parents make 
such mistakes for which our 
street and working children 
have to compensate, now 
whether the mistake has 
been made knowingly or 
unknowingly. When our 
Balknama reporter from 
Lucknow went for a visit to 
know about the problem of 
children, they saw that a child 
was walking on a pole to play 
on the side of the road. We 
explained to the child that if you 
fall, they will get hurt and if by 
mistake you fall on the road, any 

So, we all know that our little 
children when they see older 
people in addiction, they start 
doing the same thing as well. 
Whether it is good for them 
or not, the children in the 
Lucknow communities have 
similar conditions. When our 
Balaknama reporter visited the 
communities of Lucknow and 
organized a reporter meeting 
and tried to know their 
problem, a girl told her that 
her sister and some children 

father to cut the grass in the 
government park. We used to 
do grass-cutting work from 
8 in the morning till 5 in the 
evening and after working from 
morning till evening we used to 
get 400 rupees." By working like 
this, he was helping his father in 
household expenses.

So, this child said, " sister, we 
come after telling our parents 
that we are going to play on the 
side of the road. Though my 
friends also come to play with 
me. The child was so engrossed 
in playing that he didn't pay 
much attention to what we 
were talking and still, he kept 
climbing on that pole. We asked 
him if you come here to play on 
the side of the road, and then his 
parents did not forbid him. To 
which the child replied sister, 
we do not inform our parents 
that we are going to play on the 
roadside. So as soon as they 
leave, we come here to play and 

come here whom themselves 
have started getting intoxicated 
after seeing elders getting 
intoxicated. The whole day 
they eat tobacco and when they 
don’t have sufficient money 
then they rag-picking and sell 
plastic bottles, and the money 
earned from it, they eat tobacco 
and paan masala from it. But 
those children are unaware 
of the fact that if they take too 
much intoxicant then they can 
also come under the grip of 
many diseases and their livers 
can also get damaged. It can 
also harm their health.

talkative reporter-aman
reporter -aslam 

due tO the parents, 
aman's future gOt ruined

When the reporter Aslam visited 
the slums of Badshahpur in 
Haryana, he got ot know that a 
12-year-old boy named Aman 
works as a housekeeper in a 
paying guest accommodation. 
When our reporter met him and 

spoke with him, Aman revealed 
that he has not been enrolled 
in school by his family since 
childhood, nor has his elder 
sister or brother been educated. 
Because of this, no one in his 
family is literate. He grew up in 
neglect, and his family paid no 
attention to him. His younger 
brother stays out all day and 

comes home at midnight, while 
his sister, who is now 10 years 
old, could not get admission to 
school because she did know 
anything and does not have any 
knowledge of the same. If his 
family had enrolled her in school 
since childhood, she might have 
been educated today. Because 
of his young age, Aman is not 
employed anywhere, but he 
managed to tell the owner of the 
PG accommodation where he 
works about his circumstances.
Aman added that “For this 
reason, the owner of this PG 
kept me working here. The 
owner is very strict and makes 
me do cleaning work all day, 
even cleaning the bathroom. 
If I refuse, he threatens to fire 
me. Nevertheless, I started 
working there properly and I 
was very much in need of the job. 
I met a colleague there who had 
come from Nepal. He was also 
working with me in cleaning 
and he is 14 years old. His name 
is Jivesh. We both work together 
and are good friends. I don't like 
working in cleaning in the PG, 
but if my family had educated 
me, maybe I wouldn't have to 
work here and who knows, 
maybe I would have had a better 
job.

in the morning along with my 
mother and come in the eve-
ning. Earlier I had a brother so 
he uses to help in managing the 
expenses but now he is married 
due to which he doesn’t give me 
money at home now I help with 
the household expense I really 
want to study but now my fam-
ily members will not allow me 
to study because as now we are 
2 sisters, we both need to work 
to help our mother. That’s why 
we can’t go to school and when 
I get time sometimes, I come to 
Sir to study. If I don’t get time, 
and I can’t come to study, then I 
study at night.

they get time. When our Balak-
nama reporter went to organize 
a support group meeting and 
spoke to children and tried to 
know about their problems 
and asked them how many 
children are going to school. 
A few children said that we go 
to school and some told that 
sister we don’t go to school. 
A few children shared their 
problem that sister children 
are unable to go to school be-
cause of household chores and 
some children because of their 
younger siblings are unable to 
go to school. One child told 
my sister that I went to work 

when they come back, we go 
home. It has been understood 
from the words of that child 
that, when parents go out of 
the house for work, he takes 
advantage of this opportunity 
and goes to play anywhere, and 
before their arrival, he returns 
home after playing. He goes so 
that his parents do not come to 
know about all this, but if the 
parents of this child do not pay 
attention to it, then it can be in 
danger. Because we saw that he 
was hanging while playing on 
the roadside. If he falls, he will 
get hurt very badly.

vehicle can hit him. Through 
this way, when we had a 
conversation with this child, the 
child said sister, we come here 
to play every day and till today 
all of this has never happened 
to us, so how will it happen 
today today I have come alone 
to play. By the way, my friends 
also come to play with me. By 
the way, my friends also come 
to play with me. The child was 
so engrossed in playing that he 
did not even listen to us and kept 
climbing up such a tall pole. We 
told him that if you come here to 
play on the side of the road, then 
his parents do not forbid him. 
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reporter Kishan

talkative reporter Kamani and 
reporter sangeeta lucknow

the uPbRIngIng of chIldRen IS 
beIng AdveRSely Affected by the 
negAtIve ImPAct of technology

chIldRen ARe foRced to lIve 
AmIdSt heAPS of gARbAge And fIlth

The use of technology is 
increasing day by day. If 
we talk about children, the 
bad impact of technology is 
increasing on children. The 
effect of technology is visible 
in the families of children. 
Due to this, not only children 

Our street-working children 
do not have any place to stay 
nor do they have any home. 
They stay wherever they find 
a place, and despite this, they 
often face several problems. 

The children of the 
communities of the 
Lucknow area also have a 
similar condition when our 
Balaknama reporter did 
a support group meeting 
and spoke to children then 
few children shared their 
problems with us and told that 
sister the place where we stay 
there is garbage behind it All 
the huts there, all the people 
throw garbage there. Because 

talkative reporter Kamini and 
Balaknama reporter aanchal

Bureau report

talkative reporter amit, 
Balaknama reporter aslam

due to the chAngIng weAtheR, 
chIldRen ARe fAllIng SIck

One day Of studying cannOt 
maKe yOu an expert

During the arrival of the 
summer season, our street-
working children started 
becoming victims of the 
scorching sun. Because our 
street and working children 
most of the time live in open 
spaces in summer, they face 
more difficulties. At present 
when we asked the children 
about the problems they 
often face, they told, sister as 
you can see, due to changing 
weather we are facing a lot of 
challenges because we live in 
an open space so whatever 
happens whether it's rain or 

You know this thing very 
well that the one who gets 
everything easily does not 
know its value. And one who 
does not get anything easily, 
asks the price of it. So, he will 
tell its value and what that 
thing means to him. Our 
street and working children 
also do not get anything easily. 
Then whether it is ration to fill 
the stomach or education to 
make a bright future. When 
we talked about this topic 
and the problems of children, 
we asked if there is any such 
problem which you have to 
face every day and due to which 
you have become very upset. 
Hearing this, the children said 
sister, there are many types 
of problems that we have to 

When our Balaknama report-
er went to Badshahpur, we 
came to know that a 14-year-
old boy named Amit was 
studying in seventh standard. 
Due to his father’s old age, 
Amit also had to do cleaning 
work in the hospital. Amit 
found it very difficult for a few 
days, but as Amit kept learn-
ing the work, he started en-
joying working and he started 
doing the whole work with 
dedication. The condition of 

scorching sun we have to face 
everything. Along with that, 
the children also told that 
suddenly the temperature 
rises due to which we children 
often suffer from diseases like 
colds, coughs, headaches, 
and stomach aches. Because 
of this we often face trouble. 
Earlier when we suffer from 
such diseases they will heal 
within 3-4 days, but now they 
almost take around 1-2 weeks. 
When we continuously talk to 
children on this topic, it also 
came to light that this disease 
is spreading slowly, due to 
which the children of the 
surrounding area also fall prey 
to it.

face every day. But there is 
one problem that we have to 
face every day. Telling their 
problem, the children said 
sister, we children are now 16 
to 17 years old, but whoever 
comes, taunts us that we have 
become so old that we cannot 
read or write anything. Even 
our parents taunt that these 
people were taught from the 
beginning but still, they do not 
know how to read and write. 
We have become very upset 
because of these taunts. You tell 
us what to do if we do? That's 
why we asked the children 
whether their parents taught 
them from the beginning. Do 
you not know how to read and 
write? The children said, sister, 
why study and write? From the 
very beginning, some people 
used to come to our colony to 
teach for four-five days and 
then go away. In that too, we 
used to go outside to work in 
our homes. Our parents keep 
saying all this just on these 
four-five days of study. You 
tell me, until we go to school, 
how would we know anything? 
Regarding this study, our 
parents, and the people of our 
neighbourhood unnecessarily 
taunt us that these people have 
studied from the beginning, 
but if you ask them to write 
something now, they will not be 
able to write. Sometimes, after 
listening to all these taunts, we 
get so upset that we move away 
from that place because how 
do they know that education is 
not for 4 days, it takes years to 
become a successful person.

are learning wrong things 
at an early age, but their 
development is also being 
affected. 

Journalists visited a 
community in Noida where 
most of the rag-picking work 
takes place. When journalists 
talked to the working girls, 
the girls told that most of the 

of this when the wind blows, 
it stinks a lot. We are unable 
to have food due to which our 
health deteriorates. We are 
infected with different kinds 
of diseases. 

Nowadays due to garbage, 
there are many mosquitoes 

adults and children work as 
scrap workers in this slum. 
These children go out alone 
and some children with their 
parents from early morning to 
pick up the junk. 

Some children have 
rickshaws, so they go by 
rickshaws and those who do 
not have rickshaws also go 
on foot and all the children 
come back home by noon. 
Because sunlight affects their 
health, and they do not feel 
like picking junk. All these 
children come home and 
use their mobiles and get so 
engrossed in playing free-
fire games that they do not 
think about their future and 
do not think about their 
health. Children get so lost in 
mobile phones that they start 
ignoring the words of their 
parents too. If the parents 
start saying something about 
this, if they start beating, 
then the children do not go 
to work and start watching 
mobiles all day long. If you 
say something, it doesn't have 
any effect.

and we are unable to get 
proper sleep. Due to many 
mosquito bites, small pimples 
come out and we feel very 
itchy. This bothers us a lot. It is 
difficult, due to which we have 
to stay here under compulsion 
and have to live like this.

his house became very good, 
but one day Amit’s leg got in-
jured. 
Then Amit had to leave his job 
and stay at home. Amit’s inju-
ry started increasing a lot and 
soon Amit’s leg swelled up a 
lot. When Amit showed it to 
the doctor, the doctor told 
him that he had cancer in his 
leg and there was not enough 
money in his house to get his 
leg fixed. After a few days, his 
leg had to be amputated and 
Amit is differently abled to-
day. 
When the Balaknama jour-

salute tO amit’s cOurage
brother, I wanted to die but 
my family members have 
kept me alive. So now I stay at 
home and I can’t do any work 
right now. When my family 
members get the money, they 
will get me a prosthetic leg, 
so that I can work in a shop. I 
wanted to become a big man 
by being educated, but now 
my condition has become 
such that neither I can study 
nor I can do any work. But I 
did not lose hope I will help 
my family members by doing 
some work by getting an arti-
ficial leg fitted.

nalist met Amit in his house 
and talked to him, Amit told, 



BALAKNAMA       April 2023

World’s Unique Newspaper for and by Street and Working Children 5

Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed.

talkative reporter atul, 
reporter aslam

talkative reporter mamta and 
reporter sangeeta lucknow

Atul IS foRced to woRk 
InSteAd of Study

chIldRen tRoubled by PRoblemS At home

As you would know that as your 
age keeps increasing, you need 
to do some work. Similarly, our 
reporters came to know about 
a 15-year-old boy named Atul, 
who is a Class X student. He has 
just given his 10th exam. But 
his parents feel that he is too 
old and should start work. Atul 
is very angry that instead of 
education, his family members 
ask him to work. Atul told our 
journalist brother, as you know 
that if my family members do 
not teach me, then what work 
will I do now? But his parents 
feel that he is too old and should 
be put to work. Atul is very 
angry that instead of teaching, 

As we all know that our street 
and working children do not 
get any facilities easily, and 
because of this they keep 
wandering from door to door. 
Parents keep on wandering 
and their small children 
wander along with them too. 
Wherever they find a small 
place, they start living there 

Bureau report

talkative reporter suman
Balaknama reporter aslam

talkative reporter ashish, 
Balaknama reporter aslam

infectiOus diseases 
can Be severe

children upset 
with their lives

Nowadays, various types of 
diseases are emerging, and our 
street and working children 
are falling victim to them 
because they stay in open 
spaces. When our Balaknama 
reporter spoke to the children 
about this topic, the children 
revealed that nowadays the 
disease of measles is spreading 
and most of the children in 
the neighbourhood have been 

Balaknama journalist Aslam 
of Haryana visited the 200-hut 
slum of Palta Dhani. There, 
our Balaknama journalist 
came to know that there are 
some children who used to go 
to school earlier but due to the 
bad economic condition of the 
household, these children now 
do to the work of water filling. 
Some people do not hire them 

When Haryana’s journalist 
Aslam visited Palra village, 
our journalist came to know 
that some children do pack-
ing work. When the journal-
ists talked to all those chil-
dren, one of the eldest boys 
whose name is Ashish and his 
age is 16 years. These children 
do packing work from 6 in the 
morning till 6 in the evening. 

When Balaknama jour-
nalists talked to him, he told 
his brother, we do this work 
of packing because we get 
8000 rupees a month for do-

affected by it. The children also 
revealed that if a child falls 
ill, they are given treatment, 
but they are not allowed to 
go outside the house so that 
no other child is infected. 
However, when a child gets 
measles here, no treatment is 
given, and no attention is paid 
to it. When we talked to the 
children, they said that if any 
child gets measles here, they 
play in the open and roam 
around outside. There is no 
restriction on children. That 
is why we asked the children 
if their parents don't say 
anything to them. The child 
said that when the parents 
are at home, they don't say 
anything and the poor children 
have to go out to work. And 
the children also told us that 
this disease is spreading in 
the neighbourhood due to 
this carelessness. Because 
it is a disease that spreads 
everywhere without staying in 
one place, even healthy people 
fall prey to it. We asked the 
children if their parents don't 
say anything to them .So the 
child said that if the parents 
take care of the children 
properly and talk to them, we 
don't think that sick children 
would wander outside like 
this.

because their age is between 15 
to 16 years and people who do 
need labor hire young children 
to work. The owner of a Bisleri 
bottle seller gives 6000 rupees 
a month to all these children 
and only with this money 
will the household expenses 
of these children be met. 
However, these children are 
very sad because they want to 
study but they have to struggle 
so much from such a young 
age.

and when they start living 
there, they have to face many 
problems like water problems, 
electricity problems, and 
many similar problems have 
to be faced. The situation is 
similar with the street and 
working children of Lucknow. 
When our Balaknama 
journalists and reporters 
went for a meeting with the 
children and tried to know 
about their problems, the 

his family members ask him to 
work. Atul told our journalist 
brother, as you know that if 
my family members are not 
educating me, then what work 
will I do now? I haven't even 
passed class 10 yet. My dream is 
to clear 12th and get a good job, 
but my family members think 
that I am no longer capable 
of studying and now I have 
to work. I don't want to work 
and want to do a good job after 
studying. My family members 
are not supporting me at all in 
this, now tell me, what should 
I do ? When I tell my elder 
brother, he tells me that now 
you are old enough to work, 
you cannot do anything after 
studying, you go somewhere 
and start working.

children told, "Sister, there is a 
lot of electricity problem here 
and it has not been available 
for many months due to which 
there are a lot of issues. Earlier 
it was cold so there was not 
much of a problem but now 
summers have started which is 
causing a lot of issues. Now it 
starts feeling a bit too hot and 
at the same time mosquitoes 
have become too many and 
they bite throughout the night 
due to which we are not able 
to sleep properly. We have to 
go out for work early in the 
morning and due to more 
mosquito bites, small pimples 
are formed due to which it 
starts itching a lot. We can also 
get dengue and we can also fall 
sick. Now we have been told 
that when we give thousand 
rupees, then the electricity 
meter will be installed and 
then we will get electricity. 
Now our parents are not able 
to work that much, nor do 
they get enough money to pay 
for electricity every month. 
Firstly, the expenses of the 
house are running with great 
difficulty, and on top of that, 
the electricity bill will have to 
be paid."

ing packing work and also 
get food. Our household ex-
penses are managed through 
this work. That’s why we like 
this packing work. Because 
it does not require much ef-
fort in this work. We have to 
pack empty items, vegetables, 
fruits, etc in foils and keep 
them in a tray while sitting. 
We like this work very much 
because in this work we have 
to work very little. We have to 
pack empty items, vegetables, 
fruits, etc in foils and keep 
them in a tray while sitting. 
We like this work very much 
because in this work we have 
to work very little. 

AShISh’S boSS helPed hIS’S motheR
The owner here is very 

nice. Talks to all of us lovingly 
and also gives us food. Once 
Ashish’s mother was admit-
ted to the hospital because of 
illness, then Ashish’s family 
members brought his mother 
home due to lack of money. 
But one day his boss saw that 
Ashish’s mother’s health was 
not in good condition so he 
admitted her to the hospital 
and helped Ashish’s mother a 
lot. 

Ashish says Brother, if my 
boss does not help me at that 
time, then who knows wheth-
er my mother would be with 
me today or not? 

contAct theSe toll fRee 
numbeRS If you fAce Any 

PRoblem.

chIldRen'S helP 
lIne numbeRS

Child line Number 

1098 
Police Helpline Number 

100
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talkative reporter Kamini and 
Balaknama reporter anchal

talkative reporters mamta and 
reporter sangita

Bureau report

talkative reporter mamta and 
reporter sangita, lucknow

talkative reporter tanmay, 
Balaknama reporter aslam

As we all know, our street and 
working children face many 
problems and sometimes it 
happens that they are receiving 
a good education, but there 
are so many problems at home 

As you must know that no 
person can survive without 
food. When our Balaknama 
reporter went on a visit to 
Palda Village, they saw that 
three children were plucking 
vegetables from an unknown 
farmer's field. When we talked 
to them, they said "We do not 
have vegetables to eat in our 
house, so our parents ask us 
to pluck greens, radishes and 
green vegetables in this field. 
When we pluck vegetables 
from here and take them 
home, only then vegetables 
are cooked in our house, 
otherwise, we have to eat dry 
chapatis. But if the owner 
of the farm sees us plucking 
vegetables, he beats us a lot 

sitting in the scOrching sun and maKing 
paper flOwers, these Busy children 

have neither the wOrry Of the 
weather nOr the fear Of falling ill

chIldRen fAcIng PRoblemS 
due to fIRe In the Slum

that they are forced to leave 
their studies. The situation 
is similar for the children in 
some of the slums of Lucknow, 
when we went to conduct 
meetings with children and 
during a community visit, a 
child showed us how some 
of the children are working. 
Children were separating 
the leather and plastic of 
sandals and shoes and 
keeping them separately. 
When our Balaknama 
journalist approached the 
child and asked him why 
they were doing this work 
and what they would do with 
the separated materials, the 
children explained that they 
sell the materials and give the 
money to their parents to run 
the household smoothly. This 
way, they are helping their 
parents to run the household 
without any difficulties. This is 
the way they keep supporting 
their parents. 

and sometimes locks us in a 
room. Our father and mother 
do not earn enough money to 
pay for our room's rent and 
our food due to which we have 
to steal vegetables from the 
fields. All we want is that our 
parents can earn more money 
and we can eat vegetables."

how cAn gIRlS fInd the 
couRAge to move foRwARd? 

Children who live on the 
streets no longer worry about 
the cold, heat, or rain. They 
have learned to adapt to every 
season because they have no 
other choice. The reporters 

As we all know, our street and 
working children face various 
types of problems. They be-
come quite disturbed because 
of that. Similar is the situation 
for children living in difficult 
circumstances. When our Bal-
aknama reporter went to ar-
range a reporter’s meeting and 
tried to know about the chil-
dren’s problems, the children 
revealed that a few days ago, 
a fire broke out in their slum. 
As a result, one slum was com-
pletely burned down, and if the 
fire had not been extinguished 
quickly, many more slums 
could have caught fire. Howev-
er, all the people came together 
and managed to put out the fire 
quickly, but the fire caused a 

When they hear taunts from 
their family members, their 
self-confidence decreases 
and they feel defeated. In this 
modern era, while girls are 
achieving success in every 
field, there are some people 
in society who instead of en-
couraging girls to move for-
ward and boost their morale, 
say that they can’t achieve 
anything. 

were making paper flowers sit-
ting in the sun. When journal-
ists asked them what they were 
doing sitting in such scorching 
heat, the child told them, “Didi, 
we are making flowers to play 
with.” The journalists asked 
the children why they were 
making flowers in such intense 
heat and told them that if their 
health deteriorated or they 
fell ill from sitting in the such 
scorching sun, what would 
they do then? The children, 
without paying attention to this 
fact, said that they always play 
in the sun like this and have 
never fallen ill, so why would 
they fall ill today? The conver-
sation with the children made 
it seem like they had so much 
confidence in themselves that 
no matter what the weather was 
like, they could not be affect-
ed by any illness. The children 
were so busy playing that they 
were making paper flowers in 
such intense heat.

that day. We had to go to other 
people’s houses to open our fast 
during Ramzan, and the place 
where we slept was also com-
pletely destroyed. Now we are 
facing a lot of problems, and 
we are also very worried about 
how we will be able to rebuild 
our slum. Because we do not 
have so much money, we can 
build our slum properly in 
one day. It costs around 9 to 10 
thousand rupees to build one 
shelter.Now our parents don’t 
have enough money to build 
a decent house in a day, which 
is causing us a lot of problems. 
If our house also breaks down, 
then we start collecting mon-
ey a few months ago so that if 
our house breaks, we can build 
another one. When we imme-
diately have to build a home, 
there are a lot of problems.

These girls may only be 
cleaning dishes at home and 
going to others’ homes to 
clean their utensils after mar-
riage. This is their present and 
it will remain the same in the 
future. 

They have to hear thou-
sands of taunts like this ev-
ery day, but when their own 
family members give them 
such taunts, it hurts their 
hearts. This is because they do 
not expect such things from 

of the Balaknama met some 
such children, whose courage 
deserves to be saluted, and we 
must learn something from 
these children. When the Luc-
know reporters went out in 
search of the problems of the 
street and working children, 
they met two children who 

lot of damage to us. Our ration 
and water supplies were all de-
stroyed, and we had to face a lot 
of problems to open our fast on 

ChildreN are forCed to 
remove leather from 
ShoeS aNd SaNdalS to 

fill their StomaChS

It IS my comPulSIon to 
SteAl vegetAbleS fRom 
the fARm to feed fAmIly

listening to their words, our 
confidence decreases and we 
feel discouraged.

them. When the girls were 
asked about what they want-
ed to become after studying, 
they said that they want to do 
a lot but their family members 
make them feel every day that 
they cannot do anything. As 
soon as they hear this, their 
courage is shattered and their 
dreams seem very far away 
because they don’t see the 
support of their loved ones. 
If they ask for support, their 
family members reply that no 

daughter in their community 
has ever achieved anything, 
so how can they do it? After 
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Bureau report

Children shared that due to a 
lack of work, every person is 
forced to sell drugs in one of 
the slums. Most parents come 
to the city to earn money and 
leave their children alone 
in the city for a few days. 
This has a big impact on the 
children, and they are forced 
to do all kinds of work to fill 
their stomachs. Journalists 
discussed the problems in 
detail with children living in 
a slum near Noida. A 13-year-
old girl said that there is a 
15-year-old boy living alone 
in our slum. The journalists 
reached out to the boy and 
talked to him. The boy said 
I live alone in this place and 
my parents live in the village. 
They came here to work, but 
they didn't get any work, so 
they went back to the village 
and left me alone here. 
Because there was no work 
in the village either.Near 
this slum, there is a market 
where I wandered for many 
days in search of work, but 
I didn't get any. However, 
while roaming in that market, 
a guy asked me to help him 
sell cannabis. At that time, I 

was only concerned about my 
empty stomach, and I started 
doing this work. I come to this 
market at 9 am every day and 
sell small packets of cannabis 
for 50 and 100 rupees. I 
earn 300 rupees every day. 
Sometimes I get caught by 
the police, but somehow the 
owner gets me out of trouble, 
and then I start doing the 
same work again. 

ReSPonSIbIlItIeS fell on the 
ShouldeRS of the chIldRen 

AfteR the weddIngS of 
theIR eldeR SISteRS

hARdwoRkIng chIldRen of 
lucknow'S neIghbouRhood, ARe 

PlASteRIng homeS mAde of mud wIth 
cement to mAke them beAutIful

the fAmIly’S SItuAtIon hAS foRced 
them to beg foR even two meAlS A dAy

Everyone dreams of having a 
good home. Everyone wants 
their home to be nice and 
clean. Whenever a guest comes 
to the house, they should be 
amazed by seeing it. Our street 
and hardworking children also 
have such dreams. Although 
they may not have big houses, 
they are working day and 
night to make their mud 
houses beautiful. A girl living 
in Lucknow's neighbourhood 
was cleaning her house and 
plastering it with cement to 
make it in proper structure. 
When she told a reporter about 
how they are trying to plaster 
their houses with cement to 
make them look good and 
also to avoid having too much 
mud inside, they will also make 
proper slaps in their house. This 

Our street and working 
children have to face all kinds of 
problems, whether big or small. 
They have to endure and deal 
with all sorts of problems. Some 
of the children from slums also 
face similar circumstances. 
When our child reporter went 
to conduct a reporter meeting 
and asked the children how 
many of them go to school, 
most of them raised their hands 
and said that they go to school. 
However, there was another 
child who said that he cannot go 
to school. Our child journalist 
made an effort to learn about 
that child’s problem, and the 
children revealed that their 
families go to work in order to 
earn money, but theyspend all 
the money on alcohol instead of 
providing for the home. There is 
no money to cook food at our 

child said that they understand 
that we may not be able to make 
a concrete slab like a proper 
house, but by doing this, there 
will be a little change in our 
house and it will start looking a 
little cleaner. The children also 
gave information that if anyone 

house, and whatever money is 
earned, it is all spent on alcohol. 
After drinking, they beat my 
mother and do not even give 
her money, which is why we do 
not have any food at home. That 
is why we go to bed hungry.
Due to this reason, I am forced 
to go and beg so that I can give 
money to my mother and she 
can make something out of it. 

passes by our neighbourhood, 
they leave with their mouths 
covered, which we don't like to 
see. That is why we are cleaning 
our homes and surroundings 
so that if anyone passes by our 
neighbourhood, they won't 
make any face. 

Whatever money we receive 
from begging, we keep a little 
bit for ourselves and give all the 
rest to my mother. This is why 
I am not able to go to school 
because I go begging instead. I 
really want to go to school, but if 
we go to school, nothing will be 
made in our house and we will 
remain hungry. That is why we 
are forced to beg.

Bureau report

Bureau report

reporters mamta and sangita 

In households where daughters 
are given the lowest status 
when the daughters leave, 
the house becomes empty. 
Daughters bring joy to their 
homes and as soon as one 
daughter leaves after getting 
married, the home becomes 
empty and vacant. Many 
working children have said 
that our lives have become very 
difficult since our elder sisters 
got married. Since Kanika's 
elder sister got married, 
she has been having a lot of 
difficulties. She has to do the 
household chores and also 
go to other people's homes to 

work. Even the boys are more 
troubled than the girls when 
their sisters get married. Until 
the elder sisters were there, 
they never did any household 
work, and after they left, they 
were left with the responsibility 
of doing household work and 
taking care of their younger 
siblings. Sometimes they even 
have to cook, which hinders 
their studies. Children have 
also said that today we are 
realizing what difficulties we 
have to face if our sisters are 
not at home. When a person is 
present, we do not realize their 
importance, but when they 
leave, we realize how much 
they meant to us in our lives.

reporters anjali and sangeeta

As we all know that children 
who live in good homes have 
all their desires fulfilled, and 
they get everything they ask for, 
whether it's food or clothing. 
But our street and working 
children are not able to fulfil 
even their small desires. If they 
ask their parents for something 
to eat or wear, their parents are 
unable to provide it for them 
because they don't have enough 
money to fulfil their children's 
desires. As a result, the children 
are forced to start working.
This is the situation for many 
children in street situations. 
Our Balaknama reporter went 
to conduct a community visit 
and saw many children sitting 

it. If we give the money to our 
parents, then when I feel like 
eating something, I will have 
to ask my parents for money. 
When we ask them, they will say 
that they don't have any money. 
Because of this, we are forced to 
do some kind of work and we 
get a little money, and whenever 
we feel like eating something, 
we eat it.

on An emPty StomAch, 
good And bAd don't mAke 

A dIffeRence

chIldRen hAve to woRk to fulfIl theIR deSIReS

together and selling cucumbers 
and some green vegetables. 
When the reporter asked these 
children why they were doing 
this work and whom they 
gave their hard-earned money 
to, they said that they do not 
give this money which they 
earn from selling vegetables. 
Whatever we feel like eating, we 
buy it with this money and eat 
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Bureau report

PARentS fulfIl theIR deSIReS wIth 
the money eARned by theIR chIldRen

You must be well aware that 
everyone is forced to do some 
work to fulfil their desires. 
Similarly, our working 
children start doing some 
kind of work by looking at 
the condition of their home 
so that they can improve the 
situation of their home. When 
Balaknama reporter visited 
to know the problems of the 
children and tried to talk to 
them to know their problems, 
the children said, "Didi, you 
already know how troubled 
we are as children." Seeing 
the trouble of our parents, 
we go out of our homes to 

do work at a young age, so 
that we can help our parents. 
During the conversation 
with the children, we asked 
them, "What kind of work 
do you have to do to help 
your parents?" Each child 
said, "Didi, we can go out and 
do all kinds of work to help 
our parents." Then we asked 
the children, "Do you keep 
the money for yourself or 
give it to your parents?"The 
children said that whatever 
money they receive, they 
give it to their parents so 
that their family's situation 
can improve. Then we asked 
the children how they feel 
about helping their parents. 

The children said that they 
feel very good that they are 

not able to go to school and 
involve in work. During the 

continuous conversation 
with the children on this 
subject, it came to light that 
the children give the money 
earned in a month to their 
parents, but their parents use 
the children's earned money 
inaccurately. They drink 
alcohol with it or spend it on 
their friends. On one hand, 
parents are fulfilling their 
desires with their children's 
earned money, while on the 
other hand, children are 
sacrificing their desires and 
giving their earned money to 
their parents in the hope that 
some change can be brought 
about in the deteriorating 
situation of their home.

Bureau report

we are nOt maids, please 
address us By Our names

Every person believes that they 
don't like to go where they are 
not respected. When we talk 
to someone with respect, we 
also expect them to speak to 
us nicely. So, think about how 
someone would feel if they are 
not only not respected but also 
not addressed by their name. 
Through our visits, we talk 

Bureau report

whAt weRe the dAyS 
of chIldhood: - no 
tenSIon, no StReSS

No matter how many problems 
we have, we only realize them 
when we become adults and 
wise. In childhood, we don't 

even know that problems are 
also a part of our life. If we 
fall into their trap, then we 
only get tension, nothing else. 
Whether it is tension at home, 
tension of studies or tension 
of outside work, etc. When 
we see the problems of our 
street and working children, 
we are surprised that these 
children live among so many 
problems but do not show 
any sorrow on their faces that 
how much trouble they are in. 
When we talked to children 
and asked them if they ever 
thought that they would have 
to face problems in life?So, the 
children said, "Didi when we 
were young, we used to have a 
lot of fun, play and be carefree. 
We never knew, thought or 
even saw any problems. But 
since we've grown up, we've 
realized what problems are, 
they have no fixed address and 
can come up anywhere. The 
child said that now we feel that 
our childhood was the best. 
If only we could get another 
chance to live those days again, 
we could live even better, 
because growing up means 
having bigger responsibilities."

to many children, ask about 
their problems, take their 
opinions and also find out 
about their wellbeing. Most 
children say about their day-
to-day life situations, some 
share their happiness with us 
and some share their sorrows. 
The situation of children in 
Lucknow is similar. When we 
asked them about their work, 
some children said that their 

work is going well. But they 
also told us that wherever 
they go to work, they face a 
difficulty which they don't 
like at all. Wherever they go 
to work, people address them 
as maids, which children 
don't like to hear at all.Then 
we asked the children, "Don't 
you tell them your name?" 
The child replied, "No didi, 
whenever we go to work or are 
put to work, we first tell them 
our name, and then discuss 
other things. Yet, those people 
address us as 'kamwali' (maid). 
They think we work, but that 
doesn't mean our name should 
also be 'kamwali'. We also have 
some dignity and self-respect. 
When these people call us by 
that name, it feels like we don't 
have any dignity at all."

reporter Kishan

In any corner of the country, 
you will find people who drink 
alcohol. People living near 
habitual drinkers also have 
to face many problems. Bal-
aknama Journalists visited a 
building in Noida and asked a 
9-year-old girl what happens 
in that building as most of the 
children were scared? The girl 
said that she lives in this build-
ing with her parents. The own-
er of this building lives several 
kilometers away. He comes 
every month to collect money, 
but one person in this building 
is responsible for fixing any 
problems that arise. He also 
collects the rent every month 

and gives the money to the 
owner when he comes. But the 
problem here is that an uncle 
drinks alcohol every day and 
creates a ruckus in the build-
ing. They keep fighting and 
using foul language until mid-

the PeoPle lIvIng In the buIldIng ARe tRoubled by the 
AlcoholIc tenAnt, but the owneR only cAReS About money

ken to the landlord, who says 
“Okay, I’ll come this month 
and get his room emptied,” 
but despite saying that, he 
comes and goes every month. 
The person who drinks alco-
hol always finds some new 
excuse and then starts living 
there again. After the landlord 
leaves, the same chaos starts 
again. Sometimes he even 
crosses the limit; we children 
play on the rooftop and he 
keeps drinking alcohol there 
at night, and sometimes even 
breaks glass bottles of alcohol 
there. During this time, many 
children living in the building 
have also been affected, but the 
landlord is only interested in 
money.

night and it affects most of the 
children living in the building, 
causing them a lot of trouble 
in sleeping. They cannot even 
sleep properly and often get 
late for school in the morning.
Our parents have also spo-


